REMEMBER NOVEMBER! 


Through 1949 remember the 
victory of Nov. 2, 1948. Fol- 
low through! Organize and 
educate! Let's keep this de- 
mocracy in the hands of the 
people, where it belongs! 


Humohr ohrey Wants Labor 
@ In Politics Full-Time 


New York.—Labor and liberals in the UL S. must not be 


satisfied with election day wins only. 


They must stay in 


politics the year round, Senator-elect Hubert Humphrey (D., 
Minn.) told a League for Industrial Democracy dinner in 


his honor last week. 

Chairman of the dinner was 
LID President Nathaniel Minkoff, 
secretary of the New York Dress 
Joint Board, International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union, AFL. 
Among the prominent unionists 
present were ILGWU President 
David Dubinsky, New York State 
CIO President Louis Hollander, 
and President A. F. Whitney of 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Train- 
men. 

“Labor can no longer content 
itself with being merely a cam- 
paign partner in the fight for a 
liberal program,’ Humphrey told 
his listeners, many of them leaders 
of unions which elected him to of- 
fice over anti-labor Sen. Joseph 
Ball (R., Minn.). | 
FLEX MUSCLES! 

“Organized labor and liberals flex ; 
their political muscles every two to 
four years. It is the decisive factor 
in winning elections for the Demo- 
cratic party—-my party. But it has 
never been accepted or forced its 
way into the inner councils of the 
strategy board and planning com- 
mittees of the party structure,” the 
new senator declared. 

Urging labor to take advantage 
of its victory, Humphrey said: 

“In this year of 1948, victory for | 
liberal democracy will be deter- 
mined and evaluated not by the 
celebrations over the vote counting 
on Nov. 2, but by performance on 
the pledges of the platform of July 
1948. The people in America voted 
on issues. The people voted for an 
expansion and continuation of the 
beginning that was the New Deal.” 

Discussing foreign policy issues, 
Humphrey said that “our national 
leadership must clearly understand 
that democratic rehabilitation of 
Europe is to be found in the co- 
operative movement, the trade 
unions, the social democratic par- 
ties—those -who during the-'thirties | 
had the courage to resist the on- 
rush of fascism and the tempta- 
tions of Communism.” 

Just as the election was a re- | 
buke to reaction it was also a man- 
date to make ‘“‘no compromise with 
Communism abroad, or fuzzy- 
thinking parlor - pink Communist 
frontism at home,’ the Minneapolis | 
’ Mayor pointed out. 

ILGWU President Dubinsky | 
warned that the reactionaries left | 
in Congress will talk “compromise” | 
when the new legislature meets. 
He said that they will attempt to 
deprive labor of the fruits of its 
victory, for “within those velvet 
gloves there is the nailed fist of 
antagonism to union labor.” 

The ILGWU leader also remind- 
ed the Democratic party that labor 
has not given it ‘an unconditional 
vote of confidence.” He declared 
that the administration and the 
new Congress will be judged by 

. their adherence to the liberal-labor 
policy of the Democratic platform. 


WARTLEY HECKLED 
“AT BUSINESS DINNER 


New York. — Rep. Fred Hartley 
(R., N.J.), co-author of the Taft- 
Hartley law, was defending his 
favorite piece of legislation at a 
Queens County Chamber of Com- 
merce dinner Dec. 7 when a mock- 
ing voice interrupted the proceed- 
ings. 

“Boloney!” shouted an unidenti- 

fied guest. It was obvious he was 
not referring to the bil] of fare, 
which is usually pretty high class 
at the Hotel Commodore. The 
heckler continued to heckle, Hart- 
ley went on praising his handiwork | 
and toastmaster James A. Lundy! 
threw dirty looks at the dinner | 
guest, who remained in his seat. 
‘’ For the record, Hartley—who | 
hasn’t been getting much of a play 
in the press since the Nov. 2 elec- 
tions—predicted that the law’s ban 
on secondary boycotts and jurisdic- | 
tional disputes would be retained, 
‘although he conceded its name 
would probably be changed. 


MASS X-RAY SURVEYS 
FOR CANCER NO GOOD 


I Mass X-ray surveys to detect | 
¢ early stomach caneer in persons 
ever 40 are “impossible and im- 
‘pfactical.” That is the testimony 
of two eminent Mayo Clinic radio- 
logists writing for a medical jour- 
nal. 

Cancer grows so fast, and with 
such little warning that 42 million 
_ persine over 40 would have to be 
examined every three months to be 
sure of detecting the tumor early, 
the experts declared. 

They pointed out that even 
stomach cancer authorities have 
failed to recognize the disease in 

vemselves until too late. 
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Consider Workers 
In War Plans, 
‘Says UMW Paper 


Washington. — The rights of the 
working people should be consid- 
ered for a change when war plans 
are made, the United Mine Work- 
ers Journal says in its early De- 
cember issue. An editorial discusses 
a forthcoming meeting of the Natl. 
Security Resources Board here in 
labor representatives have 
been invited to help draw up a 
blueprint for war. 

Says the UMW Journal: “We do 
not believe that the rank and file 


,Of labor are ready to again accept | 
{terms of what 


an agreement reached by afew 
politically hand-picked labor lead- 
ers with government agencies 
which impose complete regimen- 


jtation of our working forces and | 


economy. Workers are tired of the 
game by which the rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer... 

“An army of military and polit 


ical burrocrats is totally unneces- | 
sary aS a means of intimidating | ; : ‘ 
| per cent increase in profits in the 


the workers of the nation to serve 
in time of war. Let us hope that 


labor representatives will have the | 
courage to fight for the retention | 


of some rights and privileges for 


‘the common people in their parti- 
cipation in working out a formula | 


for the next war.” 
In a separate editorial, the Jour- 
na] blasts “equivocating pussyfoot- 


promise on the principle of out- 
right repeal of the Taft-Hartley 
law. It mentions in particular the 
| proposal that government be given 
the club against strikes which 
allegedly threatens the national 
health and safety. 

“Such an early. surrender can be 
aimed at the opereting railway 
unions and the UMWA,” the Jour- 
nal says. But it warns that the 
same pretext can be used to 
| smash other strikes, such as street 
transportation and teamster tie- 
ups. Labor leaders willing to ac- 
cop injunctions to halt strikes 
“are talking down the NAM’s 
alley,” the Journal says, adding: 

“Only outright repeal of the 
NAM-T-H law will restore Amer- 
ican workingmen to American citi- 
zenship. The rank and file of labor 
are in no mood to be cold-decked.” 


New Car Production 
Sets Postwar Record 


Detroit—Factory sales of passen- 
ger cars from U. S. plants reached 
383,756 units in October, the highest 
passenger car production for a sin- 

gle month since June, 1941, the 
Automobile Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation announced. The month’s 
output was 27 per cent higher than 
the 301,170 passenger cars pro- 


| duced in September. 


Total factory sales for October 
of passenger. cars, motor trucks 
and motor coaches amounted to 
491,832 units, an increase of 19 


| per cent over the September total 


of 413,537. October production was 
the second best for any one month 
since the end of the war, being 
exceeded only by the 492,034 ve- 
hicles built last March. 

For the first 10 months of this 
year, the industry had registered 
|factory sales of 4,329,611 cars, 
trucks and buses, an increase of 
10 per cent over the comparable 
1947 period; the AMA _ report 
| showed. 


Pennsylvania Political 
Arm To Be Continued 


Harrisburg.— The Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor’s League for 
Political Education will be con- 
tinued on a permanent basis, James 
L. McDevitt, president of the AFL’s 
statewide affiliate, disclosed. 

McDevitt said all local units of 
the league, in addition to the state- 
wide agency, would remain active. 

The league was active in the re- 
cent presidential and congressional 
elections and is given considerable 
credit for the defeat of 11 Repub- 
lican congressmen in Pennsylvania. 
The league opposed all represen- 
tatives who- had supported the 
Paft-Hartley law in the 80th Con- 
gress. 


There is, generally speaking, 
only one species of tiger, but there 
are several geographic races that 


are based upon differences in size 


and coat dee 
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who are already talking com- | 


What Daily P Paper 
Ever Favored a 
Raise in Wages? 


As usual, now that the new year 
is creeping up on us, the news- 
papers are beginning to worry 
about how much unions are going 
to try to get this year in raises. 

If you believe some of the news- 
papers, the unions are suddenly 
threatening to bring on a new wave 
of inflation because they are pre- 
paring to ask for a raise. 

Somehow, in the minds of most 
editorial writers, the spectre of a 
two-bit raise“for the man at the 


| machine is terrifying. We can’t re- 


member any year when a daily 
newspaper came out editorially 
supporting a wage increase for 
working people as either desirable 
or necessary. Every year, the same 
newspapers trot out the same old 
worries to try to make it harder 
to win raises. 

You'll never read in the daily 
newspapers that wage earners have 
lost ground since 1946 in their fight 
to keep up with the high cost of 
living. Earnings for the average 


|employee in manufacturing indus- 


tries have been raised about 28 
cents an hour since 1946. But in 
it will buy, the 
average wage today is actually 
3.5 cents an hour less than it was 
in 1946. In other words, prices have 
gone up still faster than wages. 
You never read that side of the 
story in your daily newspaper. Nor 
do you read that for manufactur- 


|ing corporations, which pay these 


same wages, profits have doubled 
since 1946. There has been a 100 


manufacturing industries as against 
a 26 per cent increase in wages. 


As we understand the way our: 


country prospers, there has to be 
a balance between wages, prices 
and profits. When the corporations 
charge us more for the goods we 
buy than they will pay us for the 
goods we make, then we can’t buy 
and there’s a depression. 

The I.A.M. Research Department 
has some very interesting figures 
showing that the manufacturing 
corporations, on the average, could 


|pay 18° cents an” hour” more than 


they are now paying and still have 
a net profit after taxes of 8 billion 
dollars, or twice what they made 
in the prosperous year of 1929. 
We will be glad to share our 
knowledge with any editorial writer 
or columnist who cares to go into 
the merits of next year’s wage in- 
crease ——_THE MACHINIST. 


Butchers Win 
Safeway Fight 


San Diego, Calif.—Safeway, the 
west coast’s largest market chain, 
was beaten hands down by Local 
229, Amalagamated Meat Cutters 
and Butchers Workmen (AFL) in 


|a show of strength here. 


After two years without a wage 
boost, the union asked for a $12.50 
weekly increase Nov. 1, when the 
current contract expired. To coun- 
ter these demands a Meat Market 
Employers Negotiating Committee 
was set up, claiming to represent 
most of the industry. 

Local .229 Sec. Max Oslo, who 
is also president of the Western 
Federation of Butchers, did not 
waste time waiting for the -so-call- 
ed industry committee to act on the 
union’s demands. As soon as the 
organized employers resisted, he 
and his business agents began sign- 
ing up scores of independent mar- 
kets. Success of this drive proved 
the industry group was hardly a 
representative body, but was spear- 
headed by Safeway and included a 
few smaller chains. 

When more than 300 butchers 
were locked out by the chains, 
many went to work for indepen- 
dent markets, which did a thriving 
Thanksgiving business. Gradually 
the smaller chains started, signing 
up with the union, leaving Safe- 
way as the major holdout. 

In short order, Safeway suc- 
cumbed to the union’s original de- 
mands, too. Present pay scales are 


$80 weekly for journeyman butch- 


ers and $85 for head meat cut- 
ters and market managers. 


More Dewey Dailies 


So confident were the majority 
of newspapers and magazines of 
Dewey's victory, scores of them 
were forced to call back their 
issues and make them over. Copies 
of the labor-hating Chicago Trib- 
une, which screamed “Dewey De- 
feats Truman” in huge black type 
are now worth $5 a copy. Kiplin- 
ger Magazine, a big business pub- 
lication, produced a 32-page feature 
issue titled, “What Dewey Will 
Do?” One of the saddest stories, 
however, involves a Pulitzer prive 
writer who was hired by a press 
syndicate to write a series of 
articles for more than 500 news- 
‘papers. 
“What Will Dewey Do?” 
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ANNUAL SALINAS YULE PARTY 
FOR CHILDREN DRAWS 1300; 
AFFAIR TERMED BIG SUCCESS 


Salinas High School Auditorium was jammed to capacity 
for the annual Christmas Party for children, given by the 
Central Labor Union of Monterey County on December 18, 
the crowd so great that “standing room room only” signs were 


x“ 


* 


thing went off according to sched- 
ule and the affair was termed the Sj ( 
2 

a gala stage show of circus acts With Local 1104 
brought here especially for the 

With an estimated 1300 young: | shops, were signed last week by 
sters and adults present, the supply | Painters Union 1104, according to 
The small amount of gifts and| Lara added. The agreement, pat- 
candy and fruit left over was taken | terned after that in San Francisco, 
Salinas Fire Department directed Nelson Painting Co. of Salinas is 
safety precautions at the affair and | completing work on the new home 
dividuals helped make the affair a| George White, local painting con- 
success through generous donations | tractor, is repainting the old 


The series was titled 
haa: 


necessary. FS eG en SP Se 

Despite the huge crowd, every- Two Glass Shops 
“biggest success” of any such party 
ever held in Salinas. 

The kiddies watched and enjoyed 
party. Afterwards, Santa Claus ap- New contracts covering glaziers 
peared and distributed gifts and | in two Salinas sign shops, the W. P. 
candy to all youngsters. Fuller Co. and Don McWilliams 
of candy and gifts dwindled rapidly | Carl Lara, business representative. 
but foresight of the committee re- Other Salinas shops are expected 
sulted in more than enough for all;|to sign the agreement at once, 
to various welfare agencies of the | provides wage rate of $2.00 per 
‘community for distribution. | hour for glaziers. 

Chief Elmer Anderson of the | 0 
assisted union officials in handling | for Mr. Bingham, prominent Sa- 
the unprecedented crowd. linas businessman. 

Numerous business firms and in- ; ic go 
of merchandise. 
Music for the show and enter- 
tainment was furnished by an 


orchestra supplied by Local 616 of | 
Federation of Mu- | 


| the American 
sicians. 

Featured on the stage show were 
Peavy’s Hartnell gymnasts, Jean 
Young, an Oakland tap dancer, 
and the Ray Wheeler Circus of 
specialty acts. Santa Claus greeted 
children from the stage and later 
as they left the auditorium. 


ELECTRICIANS 
ENJOY PARTY 
AT SALINAS 


A Christmas party with an ex-'! 
cellent steak dinner followed by 
entertainment and dancing was en- 
joyed by 50 members of Electrical 
Workers Union 243 of Salinds last 
week, according to Business Repre- 
sentative Carl Lara of Local 243. 

Scene of the party was the Bird’s 
Nest Cafe at the Salinas airport. 
Dance music was by Sid Lewis and 


his orchestra. 
* 


Rundle Neon Sign Co. is in- 
stalling the neon lighting for the 
new Salinas Californian building. 

+ * * 

Bray Electric Co. is doing wiring 

at the Roberti Motel at Castroville. 


HODCARRIER SCALE 
HERE SET AT $2.00 


Negotiations were completed last 
week for a new wage scale for 
hodearriers, brick tenders, plaster 
tenders and tile helpers in: Santa 
Cruz County and in the Monterey 
area, according to S. M. Thomas, 
business agent of Monterey La-| 
borers 690. 

The new scale of $2.00 per hour 
is now in effect. Santa Cruz Coun- 
ty Laborers Union 283 was repre- 


sented by Business Agent Paul ! 


Burnett. 


Arroyo: Seco Road 
Project Under Way 


Re-surfacing of the Arroyo Seco 
roadway plus installation of cattle 
guards, new fencing and other 
work was underway last week un- 
der direction of the contracting 
firm of Sundgrath and Archibald, 
of Redwood City. 

Business Agent J. B. McGinley 
of Laborers Union 272 of Salinas 
said that the firm had called five 
laborers for preliminary work and 
probably would call others soon. 


Some Sardines 
Trucked Here 


Three plants along Monterey’s 
famed Cannery Row were busy last 
week on sardines hauled into Mon- 
terey by truck from Port Hueneme, 
union officials said. 

Fishing was reported as “poor” 
in the Monterey area, although 
boats were going out in the pre- 
Christmas period. 


What are called “hard” seeds, 
common in alfalfa, clover, vetch 
and similar seed stock, do not ger- 
minate when first sown but may 
lie dormant for years; they often 
germinate later when the land has 
been’ planted’ to another type; of 
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“among pall bearers. 


Western Auto Supply Co. head- 
: quarters which is being remodeled 


for another business. 
a ee 


| Marine Station in Monterey, using 
ten members of Local 1104, Lara 
added. 


Tex-Homa Cabs 
Still Not Union; 
ice Firm Signs 


j 
' 


Efforts of Teamsters Union 890 


' of Salinas to get contracts with the 
Tex-Homa taxicab company and 
lthree subsidiary companies, Ace, 
'City and Dependable cabs, were 
without result last week-end, union 
officials said. 


The cab companies were placed | 


“We Don’t Patronize” list 
Labor Union of 
in a_ recent 


'on the 
of the Central 
Monterey County 
action. 

Local 890 has signed an agree- 
iment with MacAllen Ice Co. of 
Salinas, thanks to excellent sup- 
port from members of Bartenders 
Union 545 who had threatened not 
to use ice delivered by non-union 
drivers, according to Albert Harris, 
official of the Teamsters Union. 

MacAllen Ice Co. also had been 
declared on the council’s “We 
| Don’t Patronize” list but steps are 
{underway to remove the listing, 
| Harris said. 


300 at Laborers 
Party in Monterey 


More he 300 members of La- 
| borers Union 690 of Monterey, 
; along with friends and children, 
| gather ed at the Eagles Hall in New 
Monterey last week for the union’s 
annual Christmas party. 

Kiddies were entertained by 
Santa Claus and were presented 
with sandwiches, candy, ice cream, 
apples, oranges and other favors. 
There were refreshments and 
dancing for adults. 

Location of the party was 
changed at the last minute due to 
condemnation of the Monterey 
Moose Hall in the pre-Christmas 
week by the city, according to Ss. 
M. Thomas, business agent of Lo- 
cal 690. 


Open House Friday 
At Salinas L. 1. 


Union officials and office workers 
in the Salinas Labor Temple were 
guests of Laborers Union 272 at an 
“open house” party with a Christ- 
mas theme on Friday afternoon 
last week. 

Members of Local 272 and of 
other unions were invited to join 
with contractors and employers for 
a visit with officials and for a bit 
of refreshments, Business, Agent 
J. B. McGinley of Local 272 said. 


Mrs. 0. 0. Little 
Taken by Death 


Mrs. O. O. Little, wife of the 
treasurer of Salinas Carpenters 
Union 925, passed away last week 
following an illness of some dura- 
tion. 
- Funeral services were held last 
‘Thursday with union officials 


aks is ae 


J. T. Brown, local painting con- | 
| tractor, has started work on the)! 
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Pep Creamery 


In Santa Cruz 
Now Picketed 


Pickets were placed before the 
Pep Creamery outlet in Santa Cruz 
by Culinary Alliance and Bartend- 
ers Union 345 in a continuation of 
effort to unionize the firm’s units 
in Santa Cruz and Monterey 
counties, Secretary Mildred Rowe 
of the union reported. 

Approval of the picketing was 
granted by Santa Cruz Labor 
Council after Harold Foote, head 
of the firm, offered to sign an 
“open shop” contract for the Santa 
Cruz unit but refused to sign the 
standard form agreement for 
his Watsonville unit, also being 
picketed. 

The offer of the “open shop” 
agreement in Santa Cruz was re- 
fused by Local 345 on grounds 
that a firm couldn’t be “partly 
union—under union conditions in 
one store but non-union in another 
area,” union Officials said. 

Two pickets were assigned to 
the Santa Cruz outlet and mem- 
bership of Local 345 in the Santa 
Cruz area was Said to be enthus- 
iastically handling their picket- 
line duties. 

At Watsonville, the creamery 
| management tried to upset the 
picketing activity by changing 
| hours of operation and by keep- 
ing open all night in an apparent 
effort to get supplies, but the union 
found out the plan and kept picket 
lines going all the time the house 
or plant stayed open. 

Meanwhile, pickets of Monterey 
Culinary-Bartenders 483 continue 
before the Monterey pep Creamery | 


secretary of Local 483, who added 
that this picket line will be con- 
| tinued until a contract is signed. 


| 


‘Blood Needed 


Tor Teamster'’s 
‘Mother Here 


James Kettler, member of Team- 
sters Union 890, appealed to his 
friends among union people last 
week for blood donations for his 
mother, Mrs. Ashton, who has 
been seriously ill at the county 
hospital. 

Six pints of blood are needed 
lat once for Mrs. Ashton. Persons ; 
willing to donate for Bro. Kettler 
and his mother should eontact the 
offices of Teamsters 890, telephone 
Salinas 4893. 

Donors listed last week were 
Earl Lasseter, Ralph Hoffmann 
and Bettie N. Johnson. 


‘“T-H Repeal Will 
Help Bargaining 


Bronx, N.Y.—Repeal! of the Taft- 
Hartley law will go a long way 
toward improving labor-manage- 
ment relations in the future, Assis- 
tant Secretary of Labor John W. 
Gibson told the Bronx Rotary club. 

“Labor and management will be 
free to bargain without Govern- 

|ment interference,” Gibson said. 
“They will be able to bargain once 
again on such issues as the union- 
shop, closed- “shop, and welfare and 
pension plans.” 

He cited also a number of eco- 

nomic factors favorable to indus- 
| trial peace. 
“The outlook remains good for 
continued high level employment,” 
Gibson said. “This is on the plus 
side of the ledger. 

“There appears to be a leveling 
off of consumers’ prices as indi- 
cated by the BLS Consumers’ Price 
Index. If it continues, this should 
have a stabilizing influence, inas- 
much as most strikes in 1948 cen- 
tered around wage incrreases.” 

One of the most promising fac- 
tors, he said, is the rise in indus- 
trial productivity. 

“This will make it possible for 
workers to improve their standard 
of living at no cost to employers,” 
Gibson explained. “Wage increases 
will be paid for by increased effi- 
ciency and productivity.” 


More Labor Officials 
File Non-Red Affidavits 


Washington.—Some 106,234 offi- 
cials of national and local unions 
have filed non-Communist affi- 
davits in compliance with the Taft- 
Hartley Labor-Management Act, 
the National Labor Relations Board 
reported. 

This gave 95 ictional American 
Federation of Labor unions, 31 
Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions unions and 50 independent or- 
ganizations the right to use the 
services of the board in filing un- 
fair labor practice charges or to 
obtain elections. A total of 11,078 
local unions met the requirements, 
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OUR AIM: 


To create ever better under- 
standing among Labor, Indus- 
try, and the Public. To promote 
and develop a stronger AMER- 
ICAN and DEMOCRATIC edi- 
torial and news policy of 
A. F. of L. ideals. 


WHOLE NO. 534 


New Labor Law Taking Shape; 
Kill 1-H, Restore Wagner--AFL 


Conferénces of President Truman and Secretary Tobin 
ith U. S. labor leaders in the past week have brought the 
outlook for labor legislation in the new Congress nearer to 
reality and in conformity with the Nov. 2 election mandate. 
The AFL asks repeal of T-H i restoration of the teat 


Act. 

Truman is reported to auel 
agreed with the AFL request for 
T-H repeal, and congressional lead- 
ers are supporting the move, a 
Democratic campaign promise, de- 
spite continued wishful thinking of 
newspaper and radio commentators 
to the effect that T-H will only 
be modified. 

AFL is said to have agreed to 
some amendments to the Wagner 
Act. President Truman has men- 
tioned bans on jurisdictional strikes, 
secondary boycotts and “national 
emergency” strikes. 

TRUMAN’S MESSAGE 

Secretary Tobin is reported to! 
have laid his recommendations on 
Truman’s desk for the latter’s| 
State of the Union message to 
Congress on January 5, with these 
highlights: | 

Immediate repeal of T-H and re- | 
enactment of the Wagner Act. 

Strengthen Labor Department— 
return to it NLRB and USES. 

Continue non-Communist affi- | 
davits, but include employers also. 

Urge validity of some secondary 


Stubborn Corp. 
Prolongs Strike, 


Copper Shortage 


Salt Lake City.—A copper short- 
age was spreading through the na- 
tion this week as the giant Kenne- 
cott Copper Corporation, one of 
the world’s biggest mining and 
smelting companies, held out for 
the seventh week against a settle- 


;Ment with the striking Brother- 


hood of Locomotive Firemen and 
Enginemen. 

About 325 members of the Broth- 
erhood employed on a private Ken- 
necott railroad which hauls ore out 
of huge open pit mines at nearby 
Bingham Canyon have been on 
strike since late October in a battle 
for standard wage rates. 

The men had been paid up to 
$4.08 a day less than the prevail- 


boycotts, all of which are noW| ing rate on railroads in the terri- 
banned by T-H. Allow those de-'tory—and than Kennecott itself 
signed to protect wages, working , pays members of the same Brother- 
conditions, and the existence of a) hood on a connecting railroad 


;unit, according to George L. Rice, | 


; provisions are considered 


union. 

Encourage union settlement of | 
jurisdictional beefs, government in- 
tervention coming in where unions 


il. 
BACK TO WAGNER! 

The union chiefs’ insistence that 
tne Wagner Act replace Taft-) 
Hartley as the nation’s basic labor | 
relations statute before any new}! 
is not! 
interpreted by administration offi- | 
cials to mean that labor will * | 
pose all suggested additions to ihe 
Wagner Act. It indicates, rather | 
a belief that reasonable amend- 
ments are more likely to be worxed ; 
out after the Wagner Act is firmly 
restored, and not tacked on to the 
repeal of Taft-Hartley as a conces- 
sion to anti-union congressmen. 

Among the proposed amendments 

which many union spokesmen are 
believed willing to help put into 
workable form are: procedures for | 
handling jurisdictional disputes, | 
some form of deterrent — which 
; would not involve anti-strike in-} 
junctions —to _ so-called national: 


emergency strikes, and a modified | 


ban on secondary boycotts. 


“UP TO CONGRESS” 
Labor Department lawyers. are | 
at work on specific proposals to! 
deal with these and other prob- 
lems. Their drafts will be avail- | 
able to congressional committees. | 
The Department does not, how- 
ever, plan to hand Congress a} 


| complete bill with which to replace | 
Taft-Hartley. The position of Pres- } 


ident Truman and Secretary Tobin | 
seems to be that the Democratic 
platform pledge of Taft-Hartley re- 
peal must be honored, but that the 
details of legislation are up ta Con- 
gress. 


Senator Wayne Morse (R., Ore.), 


leading Republican foe of Taft- | 
Hartley recently declared 
while he favors repeal of Taft-! 
Hartley and reinstatement of the 
Wagner Act, he thinks that Wag- 
ner Act amendments should be in- 
cluded in the initial “shift.” 


Butchers Hit | 
Jurisdiction Beefs | 


Chicago. — Provisions for “thor- 
oughly honest” elections to deter- 
mine bargaining rights and for pre- 
venting jursidictional strikes should 
be included in new labor legisla- 
tion enacted by the 8lst Congress, 
leaders of the Amalgamated Meat | 
Cutters & Butcher Workmen 
(AFL) declared here. 

In an editorial appearing in the 
January issue of the union’s offi- 
cial publication, The Butcher 
Workman, Pres. Ear] Jimerson de- 
clares: 

“There is little use for the hon- 
est leader of labor to deny that in 
some large cities occasionally a 
leader of labor becomes drunk with 
power. 

‘The new labor relations act, by 
all means, should provide some 
provision for the conducting of 
thoroughly honest elections that 
would permit the workers to make 
free choice in the matter of which 
union should represent them.” 

Jimerson was joined by Sec.- 
Treas. Patrick E, Gorman in de- 
claring that “jurisdictional dis- 
putes have plagued the labor move- 
ment for years. If the labor move- 
ment itself cannot find the remedy 
to eliminate these disputes, then 
consistent opposition to a national 
labor law that would protect the 
workers in such matters cannot be 


bcos advanced.” 


+ 


Ae *s ee 


that | 


which hauls the ore from a junc- 
tion point to mills and smelters at 
adjacent towns. 

Direct negotiations and media- 


| tion by both federal and state 


agencies failed, and instead the 


|}company launched a campaign of 


propaganda trying to make it ap- 
| pear that if the transportation men 
ireceived the increase, all other 
. workers in the mine would demand 
the same. 

This propaganda was punctured; 
however, when AFL and CIO 
unions, representing 4200 other 
employes at the mine, announced 
publicly they would not regard the 
settlement as a “pattern” for their 
own wages. 


The Brotherhood repeatedly 


|urged that the dispute be submit- 


ted to a federal fact-finding board. 
Other unions likewise called on 
the company to agree to such pro- 
|cedure, but the management re- 
fused. All of the 4200 members of 
the other unions have respected the 
Brotherhood’s picket line 100 per 
cent and the mine has been shut 
own. 

Federal and state authorities, 
meanwhile, pushed new efforts to 
secure qa settlement of the dispute. 


‘Cut Prices or 
Cut Congress Pay! 


Washington.--In the midst af all 
the talk of raising tap government 
salaries, including those of con- 
gressmen, a good suggestion has 
come from Ben Marsh, veteran 
head of the People’s Lobby. 

Marsh says that “the salaries of 
members of Congress should be 
cut unless it cuts living costs.” 

“Unless Congress can turn back 
prices it isn’t worth what it costs,” 
Washington's veteran progressive 
Marsh thinks. 

“No one begrudges Congressmen 
a fair salary if they deliver the 
goods, but merely wringing hands 
and cussing out the NAM isn't 
delivery,” he points out. 

Marsh explains that -the Con- 
gressmen will have to use their 
heads, because neither of the 
major parties’ platform provides 
adequate guides to iflation control 
legislation. And they'll have plenty 
of trouble too, Marsh believes, be- 
cause “293 members of the House 
‘and 71 members of the Senate are 
college graduates, and ‘economics’ 
in most American colleges are de- » 
signed to increase endowment 
funds and contributions.” 

But, the People’s Lobby execu- 
tive admits, “a real man can live 
down four misspent college yea 


AFL Trade Unionists 
Complete Study Course 


Chicago—Eleven men and women 
from 5 AFL unions here were 
awarded graduation certificates at 
the close of an extension class on. 
“Elements of Collective Bargain- 
ing.” The class was conducted by 
the University of Illinois, Institute 
of Labor and Industrial Relations, 
at, the request of the Labor School 
of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor. 

Clinton. Bush, state ry mab 


tive Firemen and 


ficates at “the close par Pe 
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ce NO) 
OPPORTUNITY OF DEMOCRATS 


With the Democratic party taking over January, 
1949, this can be the beginning of one of the best ad- 
ministrations this party has given the people of the 
United States or it can become a period of double-cross 
and disappointment for people who voted the Demo- 
crats into power because the promises of the candidates 
and the platform pledges of the 1948 Democratic con- 
vention embraced a number of proposed actions which 
the majority of our people want carried out. 

At the present time the Democratic party is not 
only the most popular people’s party in the United 
States; it is the only Labor party the workers have, 
which is in any position to get results for the workers 
of our land. During the administration of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt the Democratic party functioned as the most 
efficient labor party the American workers ever had. 
Will the present Democratic party continue to function 
as our Labor party or will it betray the people who 
elected it to power by turning the running of our gov- 
ernment and the shaping of our foreign policies over to 
reactionary Republicans, who will sabotage what the 
majority of our people want done? 

This may be the Democrats’ last chance to keep faith 
with the people. If they don’t keep faith they might as 
well get ready to get out next election. 


WHY HEALTH INSURANCE? 


How many of our people have not had the expe- 
rience of being overtaken by sickness or accident to be 
followed by a “deluge of hospital and doctor bills and 
other accompanying expenses that put them in financial 
difficulties. To make provision for such contingencies 
is the reason why health insurance has been born. 

Those who pay attention to the yelping of private 
hospital owners and doctors against health insurance 
would do well to remember that these same people are 
the very ones who are most responsible for the rapidly 


growing trend towards health insurance. It is they who] 


have gouged the sick and the helpless till no word 
describes both of them nearly so well as the rather odious 
one of “racketeers.” The daily price charged by most 
hospitals today and the shamefully high fees exacted 
by so many of the medical profession for simple oper- 
ations, some of which may not even be necessary, to say 
nothing of the coldblooded way in which pay in ad- 
vance is so frequently exacted, is simply getting on the 
nerves of a lot of people who have had such experiences. 

To stop this merciless gouging by hospitals, doctors 
and dentists ‘people are turning to health insurance to 
ease the burden. Under any sensible health insurance 
plan one month’s withholding tax would pay for all 
these a whole year. 


BRITISH HEALTH INSURANCE 


It was not till July 5, 1948, that health insurance 
became a reality in England. It has now been in force 
for nearly six months. Instead of all the doleful pre- 
dictions about how impracticable it would be becom- 
ing true, the new plan is becoming one of the most pop- 
ular achievements of the Labor party. 

The present British plan is all inclusive. Everybody 
must contribute to it. No matter how rich people may 
be they must pay their quota and in return they are 
entitled to have the service of their choice of doctors 
or dentists on the staff, and hospital care if they need it. 

It is estimated that the total cost to each person will 
amount to $20.00 per year. This entitles them to hos- 
pitalization, medical care, medicines and nursing and 
all dental attention that may be needed. By this method 
all further doctor or hospital bills are completely elim- 
inated. If people still want them it is not because they 
have to have them. 

To provide the best hospital care available and to 
secure the best there is in the medical profession, as 
well as the dental profession, for the entire population, 
‘3s the purpose of the new health insurance plan that is 
now operating in Great Britain. 

How does it work? Much better than most people 
expected. It is the biggest hit the Labor party has made 
to date.. Even Winston Churchill is for it. 


IT’S ABOUT TIME 


It is high time that those receiving all the good 
things organized lJabor has secured for them, but who 
do not even bother to attend the meetings of their 
unions begin to realize they are now standing at the 
parting of the ways. They must either start taking an 
active part by attending the meetings of their unions or 
they will be waking up one of these mornings only to 
find that what they have'been getting on.a platter dur- 
ing recent years is simply slipping away from them. 
You can’t continue to enjoy the fruits of union organ- 
ization at the same time.that you systematically and 

3 ecomdarly meat attend to the t business of yout union 


¥. 


7/LABOR NEWS FROM 
AROUND THE STATE 


(Compiled by the Staff) 


THERE’S NO PROFIT in wages 
these days. Calif. unions are be- 
ginning to present requests for pay 
increases, especially in the lower- 
paid brackets, which are hardest 
hit by monopoly’s profit-prices on 
consumer goods, 


* * 


BOSSES ARE AWAKE, fear that 
their current good profits may be 
slimmed down by these requests. 
So they are laying off workers 
here and there to arouse fear in 
workers. It’s an old trick. 

* * * 

CHRISTMAS was wonderful for 
labor, even though there weren’t 
so many gifts under the tree. Big- 
gest gift was the Nov. 2 election, 
which we gave ourselves. 

* * * 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTION must 
be: Keep awake in ’49, organize 
and educate! 

k * * 

UNION ELECTIONS for labor 
councils and some unions. Sacra- 
mento Federated Trades re-elected 
Harry Finks pres. and J. L. Marsh 
secy.-bus. mgr. San Mateo Central 
elected E. J. Carrigan as new pres. 
and renamed Secy. Carl Cohenour. 

* 7 ok 

BIG MONEY is tightening credit 
on home construction, slowing 
down home building sharply. Secy. 
Erle Carter of Contra Costa Bldg. 
Trades Council wants to know if 
the real estate lobby and the Re- 
publicans are behind this. 

* * Bs 

LOS ANGELES AFL announced 
endorsement of City Engineer 
Lloyd Aldrich as candidate for L.A. 
mayor in April-May elections. 

MENDOCINO, north-coast coun- 
ty, forms a brand new central labor 
council on Jan. 26; to name offi- 
cers and ask AFL charter on that 
date. Formation set at Dec. 14 
Ukiah meeting. Temporary officers, 
Chas. Geller, chairman, C. W. Mc- 
Kay, secy. 

ea 

THEATER JANITORS haven’t 
had a raise since Sept. 1947. They 
want one now, also holiday pay, 
and a pension fund. Demonstra- 
tions put on before some chain 
moviehouses last week, part of a 
Statewide campaign. Chains now 
under S.F. Employers Council in 
legotiations. 

aK * * 

BLDG. TRADES jobs slowed by 

holidays, wet weather. 
s * 

STATE BLDG. TRADES Council 
has called a meeting in L.A. to 
discuss statewide master contract 
covering industrial maintenance 
work. 


* * 


* * 

PLUMBERS working at Colum- 
bia Steel, Pittsburg, are 98 per 
cent signed up with AFL Plumbers, 

want to get out of rough condi- 


Ba 


tions, low pay forced on them by 


a 


industry-wide union. 
ee oe 
TELEVISION hit S.F. Bay Area 
last week. AFL Electricians ask 
that you request only union men 
on all television work. AFL actors, 
radio people, musicians joined to- 
gether in L.A. last week to make 
television broadcasts union-made, 
will ask joint contract covering 
all video. 
et * 
HOW DRY I AM may be the 
New Years eve song in San Diego 
bars if taverns don’t sign up by 
that date. Frisco Cab Drivers may 
strike same date. 


# cg 


* 


* 


LABOR PROTESTS telephone 
rate increases asked by the AT&T 
and PT&T octopus, which run all 
communications just as they please 
with no competitive rates to show 
the squeeze they’re putting on the 
dumb public. 


* * * 


CLERKS accepted $10 across in 
Bakersfield. In Santa Barbara they 
are preparing to strike. In Vallejo 
they’re still on strike, with ever- 
spreading labor and public support 
against chain store domination. 

*# * * 

SPLENDID GESTURE by Union 
Label Section of S.F. putting on a 
royal Christmas party for 150 teen- 
age orphans in the Labor Temple. 
World renowned chefs cooked the 
turkey, waiters and waitresses in 
full regalia and fine style waited 
on them. Tony Martin sang for 
them, a dozen high class vaude- 
ville acts and a movie were pre- 
sented, and each received a first- 
class gift they had requested, plus 
oodles of candy. This age bracket 
is known as the forgotten kids, 
but AFL labor remembered them. 

* * * 

SAN DIEGO AFL joined with 
Salvation Army to put on a gala 
party for 2500 underprivileged 
kids. Santa Barbara building trades 
put on a fime one-hour radio pro- 
gram. Salinas feted hundreds of 
kids. Oakland Auto Mechs. enter- 
tained 15,000. 


*x* * * 


SALINAS labor asked the city’s 
mayor to give labor representation 
on city committees, commissions. 
He promised to do so. Labor doing 
the same in other communities. A 
good move. 


106 AFL Unions 


Washington.—The newly formed 
Flight Engineers International As- 
sociation became the 106th union 
chartered by the AFL as President 
William Green formally issued a 
charter to the new organization. 
Four associations of flight engi- 
neers employed by as many air- 
lines merged to form the union. 


Membership is 1,000, 


MONTEREY COUNTY LABOR NEWS 


‘ATT Needs Better Managing, 
Not Higher Phone Rates’ 


(Reprinted from “UBTW Exchange”) 

The telephone company’s quest for still higher rates has 
one principal drawback . . . there is no real basis for com- 
parison of the corporation’s operations. As a monopoly, it 
has no competition. Hence there is no other industry with 
which relative efficiency might be compared. 


The management therefore has 


ed 


a free hand to do things its own hee capital, the American Co.’s 


way, with the public footing the 
bill. If the company says it needs 
more money, who is to say that 
this is not the case? 

Well, the FCC investigated the 
company once, and found then that 
there were many things about the 
company’s operations which re- 
sulted in rates that were much 
too high. Though this investiga- 
tion was conducted about 12 years 
ago, outfits like ATT don’t change 
much in this length of time. 


ATT’s famous standard practices, 
which are supposed to give the 
best possible service at the least | 
possible cost, etc., actually do the 
opposite.” These practices have re- 
sulted in the companies being 
forced to invest in obsolete tele- 
phones and switching equipment, 
for which telephone users are still 
paying. 

The associated companies are 
unable to independently appraise 
the desirability of alternate types 
of equipment, since 1907 the com- 
panies have not been permitted to 
carry on fundamental engineering 
research. 

They take what ATT gives them, 
and like it. 

According to FCC, any desire of 
associated company executives to 
maintain independent opinion on 
the types of equipment to be in- 
stalled has been eliminated by 
ATT’s control over the selection, 
promotion and salaries of these 
men. 

The effect of this has been to 
make the local company men “so 
highly sensitive to the desires of 
the holding company staff that in 
general the expression of an 
opinion” from ATT’s staff is ac- 
cepted as the final word. 

They know who butters their 
bread, and it ain’t the company 
cafeteria, see? 

FORECASTS 

Though ATT has virtually un- 
limited financial resources, and 
should be able to obtain the best 
talent needed for business fore- 
casts, the performance in this re- 
spect has been terrible. Com- 
pletely inaccurate forecasts in the 
past have resulted in huge invest- 
ments in plant that was never 
used. Even though this plant was 
never used, depreciation charges 
still accrued against it, for which 
the ratepayers paid. 

SF Central office men will re- 
member the Davenport manual 
board, most of which was torn out 
before a plug was ever inserted 
in the jacks. 

Huge overepansion in other lo- 
cations also resulted from poor 
forecasts. It remains to be seen 
if the present wild expansion of 
the plant is consistent with good 
business judgment. 

PANEL DIAL 

One of the greatest fiascoes ever 
introduced into the telephone sys- 
tem was the panel dial system. 
Associated companies were forced 
to install this equipment after it 
was found to be too expensive, 
and even after it had been super- 
ceded by a better system, that is, 
after it was obsolete. 

Poor estimators told the com- 
panies that panel would cost be- 
tween $18 and $27 per line. It 
actually cost around $200 per line. 

ATT told its associates that 
panel would result in huge sav- 
ings, because of the operators’ 
salaries which would no longer 
have to be paid. Actually, the 
advent of panel not only put the 
girls out of jobs, but proved to 
be far more expensive than the 
manual system. 

FCC says, “In addition to this 
unfavorable effect upon the em- 
ployment of operators, and upon 
the return on the additional in- 


ees dial program has resulted in 
a permanent increase in the cost 
of telephone plant upon which 
telephone rates are based.” 

In other words, telephone users 
are still paying for the past ‘mis- 
takes of ATT’s bosses. 

Among the other big items of 
expense are the prices paid West- 
ern Electric. In general, these run 
much higher than competing types 
of equipment made to the same 
specifications. If telephone com- 
panies were allowed to purchase 
equipment from competing firms, 
lower prices and better equipment 
would be obtained. Also, telephone 
rates would be lower. 


Doctors Rebel on 
Anti-Health Fee 


Washington—The $3,500,000 fund 
being raised by $25 apiece assess- 
ments on the 140,000 members of 
the American Medical Ass’n will 
help, rather than hinder, the fight 
for national health insurance. 
That’s the judgment of Sen. James 
Murray (D., Mont.) leading pro- 
ponent of the plan in the Senate. 

A revolt of doctors who are hit 
for the $25-or-else bills is freely 
predicted. In the nation’s capital, 
doctors are reported to be ex- 
tremely divided over the wisdom 
of the gigantic lobbying fund. 

Dr. Channing Frothingham, 
twice president of the Massachu- 
setts State Medical Society, and 
chairman of Committee for the 
Nation’s Health, has predicted that 
the levy “is likely to precipitate a 
grass roots rebellion among the 
ranks of American doctors.” He 
added that “It is particularly dis- 


turbing to note that although many . 


physicians of the AMA’s member- 
ship support national health in- 
surance, the proposal to embark on 
a nationwide multi-million dollar 
campaign against it was not made 
known to the membership in ad- 
vance of the closed session at which 
the decision was reached.” 

The official of Committee for the 
Nation’s Health, whose board in- 
cludes AFL President William 
Green and CIO President Philip 
Murray, charged that the AMA 
*has consistently refused to adopt 
any constructive approach to this 
pressing problem or to provide for 
the better distribution of doctors, 
hospitals and medical facilities 
throughout the country.” 

Meanwhile, Rep. John Dingell 
(D., Mich.), sponsor of the health 
insurance measure in the House, 
predicted that “more than half” 
of the nation’s physicians would 
refuse to pay their $25 levies. 


No Guarantee in Draft 
For Seamen's Job Rights 


Washington.—Persons who enter 
the Merchant Marine are not cov- 
ered by the reemployment provi- 
sions of the Selective Service Act 
of 1948 and related statutes, ac- 
cording to an announcement by 
Robert K. Salyers, director, Bureau 
of Veterans’ Reemployment Rights, 
Department of Labor. 

“A number of questions have 
been asked about the reemploy- 
ment rights of persons in the 
Merchant Marine under the new 
draft law and the older reemploy- 
ment statutes,” Salyers said. ‘“Sec- 
tion 9 of the new act makes no 
provision for the job rights of 
merchant seamen and the rights 
conferred on such persons under 
the older reemployment rights 
statutes were terminated July 25, 
1947, by Public Law 239, 80th 
Congress.” 


Public Utilities Rate Increase 
Would Mean 4th Round Wage Hike 


Although AFL unions have been advised against launching cam- 
paigns for a fourth round of wage increases, and the possibility that 


this might be adhered to, the fact remains that if public service cor- 
porations continue to ask for increased rates, thereby further hiking 


prices of commodities, it is most likely that workers affected will be 


inclined to ask for more wages. 

Much consideration was given to 
this proposal by Delegate Charles 
MacGowan, president of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Boiler 
Makers’ Union on the closing day 
of the Cincinnati convention of the 
AFL expressing belief that labor 
should not agitate for a general 
fourth round of wage increases but 
instead concentrate on achieving a 
roll back of prices to defeat the 
inflationary spiral and stabilize our 
economy. 

That which is puzzling the minds 
of officials, AFL and other leaders 
is why large corporations, all of 
which have shared in the 20 bil- 
lions of profits last year, should not 
be satisfied to let well enough alone 
and by this means bring about 
quick action toward ‘stabilizing the 
nation’s economy. 

Organized labor through action 


| 


taken at last month’s convention’ 


of the AFL .sounded the keynote 
against making more demands for 


opinion one that should be accept- 
able to public utility corporations 
which according to hearings on 
rate raising petitions submitted by 
some of the_railroads were denied 
by the ICC on the ground their de- 
mands were not consistent with 
their present financial conditions. 

Public service commissions have 
been pretty good to public utilities, 
frequently complying with their 
demands against public indignation, 
and if they desire to be fair toward 
their millions of customers and the 
public in general they would con- 
sider acceptance of labor’s pro- 
posal to start at once to put the 
nation on a stabilized industrial 
basis. 

Not only are costs for the prod- 
ucts of public utilities too high, but 
this relates to everything pertain- 
ing to living costs, and the time 
has come when a halt must be 


Conference On 
Labor Laws Asks 


$1 Minimum 


Washington.—Both federal and 
state governments should pass laws 
establishing $1 an hour as the min- 
imum wage, the 15th national con- 
ference on state labor legislation 
at the Labor Dept. here resolved 
December 2. 


California Federation Pres. John 
Shelley was chairman of a com- 
mittee which recommended the $1 
minimum wage. 


The $1 figure, proposed by all 
arms of organized labor in recent 
months, contrasts with the “at 
least 75c” standard advanced by 
Democratic party and administra- 
tion leaders during the election 
campaign and since Nov. 2, 


The conference adopted a reso- 
lution stating that there should be 
no discrimination on the basis of 
age, race or sex in setting min- 
imum wages. It called for over- 
time pay of at least time-and-a- 
half after eight hours a day and 
40 hours a week, with the same 
standards to apply in U.S. terri- 
tories in the 48 states. 

Other resolutions approved by 
the conference urged: 

1. Federal grants to states to 
foster health and safety programs, 
compulsory reporting of industrial 
accidents and increased training in 
safety engineering programs at the 
state level. 

2. Return to the principles of the 
Wagner act and to the supremacy 
of federal over state law in labor 
relations, with repeal of the Taft- 
Hartley act “and all state legisla- 
tion detrimental to the rights of 
organized workers.” 

3. Improvement of labor Statis- 
tics activities in the states, as a 
supplement to work of the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The conference also called upon 
the U.S. Labor Dept. to make two 
specific studies: (1) a breakdown 
of state election laws, showing 
which states permit workers to 
vote without losing pay from the 
job; and (2) an analysis of the 
work load assigned to state officers 
enforcing state labor laws. Both 
studies were seen as an aid to 
improvement of standards in the 
various states. . 


TVA Men Get Raise 


Knoxville, Tenn. — More than 
10,000 maintenance and construc- 
tion workers belonging to Atomic 
Trades and Labor Council (AFL) 
have won an 8 to 10% pay raise 
in a new contract with TVA. 


<a a \ Spee 


V-3 DAY 1948 1931 


Record power growth. P. G. 
and E. began building new 


power plants immediately 


after V-J Day. 404,000 new 
horsepower were installed 
this year. 14 million more will 
be added in the next 3 years. 


More than 7,000 jobs have 
been created by the expan- 
sion. This additional payroll 
has materially helped all 
sorts of business throughout 
the area we serve. 
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[BEWARE OF 


‘CARBON TET’ 


In machine shops, garages and 
other shops throughout the nation, 
carbon tetrachloride is the solvent 
most commonly used as a cleaning 
and degreasing agent. 

Main reason for its great popu- 
larity is the fact that this solvent 
does a good job of cleaning with- 
out causing a fire hazard. 


However, the United State Pub- 
lis Health Service warns that car- 
bon tetrachloride can be—and is— 
a serious public health hazard 
when it is used without proper 
ventilation. 


Excessive breathing of the fumes 
and vapors of this solvent have 
resulted in death, — Health Serv- 
ice says. 

To illustrate 8 point it. cites 
two instances in industry where 
the use of carbon tetrachloride has 
recently been found to be danger- 
ous to health. 

In one plant where fire extin- 
guishers are manufactured, work- 
ers first buffed the brass ‘cases 
and then degreased them with rags 
soaked in carbon tetrachloride. 

There was no exhaust ventila- 
tion provided and in this shop 
the concentration of carbon tetra- 
chloride vapors were found to be 
four times the maximum gafe 
level. 

In another case where carbon 
tetrachloride was used, a well- 
designed exhaust system for keep- 
ing vapor out of the breathing 
zone of workers was provided, but 
the blower discharged directly 
through the wall and an open win- 
dow above the blower carried the 
carbon tetrachloride vapors right 
back into the room. 

In all cases where carbon tetra- 
chloride is used, adequate ventila- 
tion must be provided, the Public 
Health Service says. If it is im- 
possible to provide the right kind 
of ventilation, then the only safe 
rule is to switch to some solvent 
that is non toxic. 


Output of British Coal 
is Greatest Since 1940 


London.—British coal production 
last week totaled 4,405,500 tons, the 
highest output since the week of 
July 27, 1940, the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power reported. 

Deep-mined production of 4,213,- 
300 tons was the highest weekly 
total since December, 1942. 

The combined ddeep-mined and 
open-cast production for the first 
49 weeks of this year is 197,402,000 
tons, nearly 111,000,000 tons better 
than the comparable period of | 
1947, 


Even Poor Have 


Rights the Police 
Must Not Violate 


Even though a man is poor and 
can’t afford to hire a battery of 
expensive lawyers, he ‘still ‘has 
rights which the police must 
respect, in the opinion of the 
Supreme Court, the highest tri- 
bunal in the land. 


Some of the finest decisions the 
court has rendered recently have 
been along that line. Three more 
came this week, two by majority, 
votes of 6 judges to 3, and one 
by 5 to 4. 

The importance of these rulings 
can best be appreciated by ex- 
perienced newspaper reporters, 
who know from first-hand obser- 
vation the “third degree” and 
others “hard-boiled” methods some- 
times used by police. 

In one case, the Supreme Court 
ever-ruled a “larceny” conviction 
on the ground that a “confession” 
was apparently forced from a man, 
after he had been arrested with- 
out a “warrant,” and had been 
held in confinement for 30 hours 
in an illegal way. 

WAS BOY OF 17 

A lower court was directed to 
“rehear” the case of a young man 
who, in 1938, when he wag only 
17 years old, was imprisoned for 
burglary. The Supreme Court took 
this action on the ground _§ that, 
in the original trial, the boy had 
not been offered “the right to have 
a lawyer.” 

In the third case, the court 
threw out the “gambling law” con- 
viction of two men, on the ground 
that police obtained the evidence 
against them by forcing their way 
into a house without a warrant, 
and then peeping over a transom 
into a room. In short, that the old 
principle ‘a man’s house is his 
castle” was violated by the police. 

Some or all of these men may 
have been guilty of the crimes 
charged to them, but such Su- 
preme court decisions protect in- 
nocent people against lawlessness 
by the “officers of the law.” 


The principal diet of the Masai 
people, who live west of Nairobi, 
Kenya, Africa, is blood and milk 
obtained from their great herds of 
cattle; the blood is drawn from 
the neck of the animal once every 
40 days. 


Waste years in the beer-brew- 
ing industry can be transformed 
| into valuable feed to prevent rick- 
ets in poultry by treatment with 
ultraviolet rays. 


P.G. and E. adds 
404,000 new electrical 


horsepower in 
1948 


and 174 million more on the way 


$300,000,000 already In- 
vested. Most of the money 
for expansion comes from in- 
vested savings of thousands 
of people—many of them your 
friends and neighbors. They 
are thereal PG.and E. builders. 


both steam and hacen aie 

being built to meet the grow- 
ing demand. In 1948 alone 
nearly 70,000 new customers 
‘were connected to our lines! 


Californians, have put their 
savings in P.G. and E., beecom- 
ing partners in one great en- 
terprise. Few companies in 
the entire nation are more 
widely owned. 


farms and homes of North- 
ern and Central California. 


Work never stops on our power-building program 


called on further increases if any 


advances are to be made towaid.a 


increasing wages. ee return to something like normal } 


be .a, fair proposition: and 
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NATIONAL HEALTH INSURAN 
NONT ‘REGIMENT’ ANYBODY 


(One of the stiffest legislative battles of the 81st Congress is ex- 


pected to center around President 


Truman’s national health program 


hich was drafted by Federal Security Administrator Oscar R. Ewing. 


o help keep the record straight 


we here present excerpts from a 


recent speech by Mr. Ewing in which he refutes the charge that such 

a program would mean “regimentation” of the medical profession.) 
National Health Insurance has been attacked as a socialist experi- 
ent— just as social security insurance was attacked—and in fact, as 

the idea of public education was attacked less than a century ago. 


In making these attacks its op- 
ponents have indulged in all man- 
mer of abuse and misrepresenta- 
ion. They have pictured it as a 
system under which the entire 
medical profession will be regi- 
mented under government control. 

The simplest way to meet such 
attacks is to explain how the sys- 
tem works. 

Suppose national health insur- 
ance should go into operation to- 
morrow. In every community, each 
doctor would decide individually 
for himself whether or not he 
wanted to practice under the sys- 
em. If he decided he did, he and 
the other like-minded doctors 
would get together with the local 
committee set up to administer the 
system. 

Then, each person covered by 
the insurance would select his own 
physician. The physician would de- 
cide whether or not he wanted 
that particular patient. If, later, 
either wanted to renege on his 
choice, he would be free to make 
the change. The only difference 
between the insurance system and 
the present system is that the 
doctor would receive his fees out 
of the general insurance fund, 
rather than through the some- 
what painful process of collecting 
it from his patient. 


‘Record Making 
To Be Resumed 


New York—Dec. 14 was an extra- 
tuneful day as musicians, union of- 
ficials and the recording companies 
joined in celebrating the lifting of 
the record ban which went into 
effect last Jan. 1. 

End of the ban was formalized 
by the signing of a 5-year contract 
between the American Federation 
of Musicians (AFL) and the com- 
panies in the office of AFM Presi- 
dent James C. Petrillo. 

Both Petrillo and Pres. Frank 
White of Columbia records, indus- 
try spokesman, expressed gratifica- 
tion at a ruling by Atty. Gen. Tom 
Clark that the new contract did 
not violate provisions of the Taft- 
Hartley law. Signing of the agree- 
ment, reached in October, had been 
held up pending a Justice Dept. 
ruling. 

The AFM ordered the record ban 
after the Taft-Hartley law knocked 
out the union’s welfare fund setup, 
financed by the companies to pro- 
vide employment for technologi- 
cally displaced musicians. The new 
agreement also calls for a welfare 
fund, expected to total about $2 
million annually, but it will be 
administered by an impartial trus- 
tee, Samuel R. Rosenbaum, a di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra Association. 

First post-ban record reportedly 
put on wax was made at 4:55 p.m. 
by Arthur Godfrey for Columbia 
Records, Inc. It was called Little 
Guy. 

A half hour later RCA-Victor 
went into production with a non- 
commercial rendition of I’m Just 
Wild About Harry, sung by a 
chorus of Metropolitan Opera stars 
under the direction of Petrillo. 

The record, which will be pre- 
sented to President Truman as a 
holiday gift, includes a prelude by 
Petrillo in which he says: 

“Mr. President, it is a pleasure 
and privilege to extend to you on 
behalf of 237,000 AFM musicians 
the season’s greetings. There is no 
one to whom we would rather help 
dedicate this first recording of 1948 
than to you, a fellow musician and 
a great President. 

“If you will pardon my reword- 
ing a familiar wish, may I say to 
you a Merry Christmas and a 
Truman New Year.” 


ILO Reports on Problem 
Of industrial Homework 


Geneva.— The practice of em- 
ploying labor for homework on in- 
dustrial products is still a problem 
in many countries, the Interna- 
tional Labor Office reported. 

Many workers who process in- 
dustrial. .products in homes “are 
employed at substandard wages 
under conditions that are harmful 
and unsafe in some cases to the 
final consumer of the product as 
well as to the worker himself,” 
the agency stated. The report was 
based on information received from 
10 industrial countries. 


AFL Telegraphers. Get 
Retroactive Pay Hike 


Washington. — Nearly 500 mem- 

bers of the AFL’s Commercial 
Telegraphers Union here received 
wage increases totaling $90,000 to 
$100,000. . 
The increases comprise the sec- 
ond and final payment of a wage 
adjustment, involving about 35,000 
workers over the nation, agreed 
upon last May 2 by Western Union 
} oneal Co. after negotiation 
. With the Western Union division of 
je AFL affiliate. 


LLPE May Put 
Out Weekly Paper 


Washington—tThe possibility that 
Labor’s League for Political Edu- 
cation, AFL political arm, ‘may 
bring out a weekly paper in addi- 
tion to sponsoring regular radio 
| broadcasts emerged here December 
14 at a meeting of the LLPE ad- 
ministrative committee. 

The 30-man committee set up 
a five-member group to work out 
plans for the publication, as well 
as for radio and other aspects of 
its educational effort, with instruc- 
{tions to report back at the next 
LLPE meeting. This will be in 
connection with the AFL executive 
council meeting which gathers Jan- 
uary 31 in Miami. 

Named to the committee were 
AFL President William Green, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer George Meany, 
President Richard Walsh of Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical and 
Stage Employees, President Harry 
Bates of the Bricklayers’ Interna- 
tional Union and President W. C. 
Birthright of the Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

Joseph Keenan, who served dur- 
ing the election campaign as direc- 
tor of LLPE, said the general idea 
of the newspaper plan would be 
something like Labor, the weekly 
paper published by AFL and inde- 
pendent rail unions. Going to all 
48 states with wide coverage of 
political news, Labor has for years 
kept railroad workers among the 
best informed union men in the 
nation, 

Keenan told reporters that LLPE 
has also decided to change its by- 
laws so as to make funds used for 
political work completely separate 
from those used in educational 
work. This is necessary, he said, 
because unions are contributing di- 
rectly from their treasuries to 
LLPE educational work. The Taft- 
Hartley law permits no union 
funds to go into political work. 
And the Corrupt Practices Act of 
1925 puts a $5,000 limit on con- 
tributions to election campaigns. 

He said LLPE will again push 
a voluntary contribution campaign 
to get funds’ for political action, 
but will concentrate principally on 
the educational fund, which is 
scheduled at 10 cents per member 
from international. unions during 
the coming 14 months. 

Keenan said about ‘$125,000 has 
already been collected from the 
unions, of a possible $650,000. The 
voluntary contribution goal, he 
said, is $700,000, or about double 
what was collected during the 1948 
campaign. 


MORE SMALL FARMERS 
ASK GOVT. FOR LOANS 


Washington—Small farmers have 
been coming to the government for 
loans in far greater proportion this 
year than last, the Farmers Home 
Administration, successor to the 
Farm Security Administration, an- 
nounced here. 

An FHA spokesman said that the 

29 per cent increase in farm loan 
applications received between July 
and November of 1948 over the 
1947 record for the same period is 
“startling.” The FHA has loaned 
i50 per cent more money than last 
year in these months, he said, but 
explained that part of the increase 
was caused .by the sudden release 
'of new funds when the fiscal year 
| began July 1. The average loan is 
about $1,200. 

FHA lends money to farmers 
who cannot get credit elsewhere 
at adequate rates and under rea- 
sonable conditions. Loans for seed 
and fertilizer for growing a crop 
are repayable at the end of the 
season; but loans can be made for 
terms up to five years for invest- 
ment in permanent improvement 
in family farms. 


Jobs for Handicapped 
At Record in October 


Washingten.—Employ-the-Physi- 
cally-Handicapped Week raised job 
placements of handicapped workers 
in October to 27,000, the highest 

; total of any month in,1948, Robert 

; C. Goodwin, director of the Bureau 
of Employment Security, reported. 

‘This was an increase of more 
than 32 per cent from September 
and brought job placement of 
handicapped workers for the first 
10 months of 1948 to about the 
same level in the similar period 
last year. 


é F & 
Flight Engineers Elect 
P ge 

Officers at Meeting 

New York.—At the recent con- 
vention of the newly chartered 
AFL union, the Flight Engineers’ 
International Association, Lawr- 
ence H. Huron was elected presi- 
dent. As vice presidents the con- 
vention chose Sidney R. Carter, 
J. O. Frick, and Glenn E. Burdick. 

The Flight Engineers’ union is 
the 106th national or international 
union to become affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, 


Jnion Dues at 
Pre-War Low, 
A Big Bargain 


Inflation has hit almost every- 
thing else, but union dues remain 
almost at pre-war levels and 
they’re easily the “biggest bar- 
gain” on today’s market. ‘That 
point is brought out forcefully by 
President Harvey W. Brown of the 
Machinists in a message he has 
just addressed to the membership. 

I. A. M. members are holding a 
referendum during December on 
36 propositions recommended by 
the organization’s recent interna- 
tional eonvention at Grand Rapids 
—including one to increase dues to 
the grand lodge by 25 cents a 
member monthly. The present rate 
is $1 for, journeymen, less for 
others. 

In urging that the boost be ap- 
proved, Brown disclosed some 
striking facts. For the past 28 
years, he said, the per capita tax 
to the grand lodge for all purposes 
has remained unchanged, except 
for a five-cent a month increase 
in 1945 to publish a weekly paper. 
And that, he added, has turned 
out to be three-cents short of the 
actual costs of the publication. 


BIG INCREASE IN SERVICE 

Meantime, on the 1920 rate of 
dues, Brown explained, the union 
has heavily increased its staff of 
organizers; raised their salaries 
substantially; enlarged its research 
department to meet demands of 
local lodges, and provided many 
additional services wanted by the 
membership. 

“What would be our answer,” 
he asked, “if the employers 
with whom we have agree- 
ments had told us for the past 
28 years that we must con- 
tinue to make ends meet with 
1920 wage rates?” 

Then Brown cited the fact that 
when he finished his machinist ap- 
prenticeship 42 years ago on the 
old Philadelphia & Reading Rail- 
road, his hourly rate of pay was 
25 cents and his union dues—na- 


‘tional and local—$1 a month. 


CITES GREAT CONTRAST 

“In other words, 42 years ago 
my Machinists’ Union monthly 
dues represented four hours’ pay,” 
he said. “If this ratio prevailed 
today —and why not?—our dues 
would range from $5 to $9 a 
month, and per capita tax to the 
grand lodge would be double the 
present rate.” 

During the past year, because of 
sharply increased costs of union 
services, plus a large drain of 
strike benefits, the union ran $2 
million “in the red.” 

Dues must be boosted, he ex- 
plained to prevent depletion of I. 
A. M. reserves and to provide a 
defense fund of at least $25 per 
member. The increase, he stressed, 
amounts to “less than one cent a 
day for your union.” 


55,000 Drivers 
Win 15c Boost 


Chicago.—Some 55,000 over-the- 
road motor freight drivers in 12 
midwestern states and contiguous 
territory have won a 15c hourly 
wage increase effective Nov. 16. 

More than two-thirds of the 125 
locals:of the Intl. Bro. of Teamsters 
(AFL) involved in joint negotia- 
tions are located in Michigan, [lin- 
ois, Ohio and Indiana, where the 
hourly scale advanced from $1.32 to 
$1.47. The remainder are located in 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North 
and South Dakota, Missouri and 
Kansas, where the scale advanced 
from $1.25 to $1.40. 

Open only for wages at this time, 
the 2-year-contract which expires 
in November 1949 was also modi- 
fied on mileage rates. East of the 
Mississippi river the increase was 
%c amile, boosting the rate for sin- 
gle axle vehicles from 5c to 5.5c 
and for tandem trucks from 5.25c 
to 5.75c. Western drivers received 
%c, up from 4.75c to 5c for single 
axle and from 5c to 5.25c for tan- 
dem operations. 

Differentials in mileage rates are 
based on the fact that less traffic 
in the western area permits more 
mileage to be covered per hour of 
driving and that the eastern area 
tariff rates (freight charges to cus- 
tomers) are higher. 


Green Asks Higher 
Old Age Benefits 


New. York.—Increase of ‘social se- 
curity benefits to meet the rising 
cost of living was advocated by 
AFL President William Green re- 
cently. in a statement read to a 
meeting of the State Joint Legis- 
lative Committee on Problems of 
the Aging. 

Green, who also proposed exten- 
sion ‘of ‘the social security .program 
to cover all workers, declared that 
“industrial retirement programs 
which are supplementary to the 
government’s insurance program 
must be made more realistic.” 

“Some workers,” he pointed out, 
“will wish to keep on working, 


¢ 


Sell Your Car? 
Then Disregard 
Vehicle Cards 


Sacramento.—Motorists who re- 
ceive 1949 potential registration 
cards for vehicles to which they no 
longer hold title should disregard 
them, Motor Vehicles Department 
officials said today. 

Director A.» H. Henderson ex- 
plained that in spite of around the 
clock operations in his department 
it was impossible to intercept all 
ownership transfers, thousands of 
which are being received current- 
ly, and to issue potential registra- 
tion cards to the new owner. 

“We are making every possible 
effort to clear these transactions, 
stop the mailing of a potential to 
the former owner and issue an- 
other potential to the new owner 
but the volume has been too great 
to accomplish this in every case,” 
Henderson said. 

He recommended that the for- 
mer owner disregard the potential 
he receives for the vehicle to which 
he no longer holds title. If the new 
owner fails to receive a potential 
registration card or his 1948 regis- 
tration documents he should re- 
port to any office of the Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles during the 
first week in January with receipts, 
bills of sale and any other docu- 
ments he has covering the trans- 
action. 

The annual renewal period runs 
from January 3 through February 
4, By using the potential registra- 
tion card in an over-the-counter 
transaction it will be possible to 
obtain 1949 white registration cards 
and 1949 aluminum and black li 
cense tabs at once. 


Restore Labor 
Dept.--AFL Goal 


Cincinnati (LPA)—One of the 
top aims of organized labor, the 
67th AFL convention made it clear, 
will be to bring about the com- 
plete rebuilding of the Labor De- 
partment, which was butchered by 
the last Congress. 

The convention called for “res- 
toration of all divisions severed 
from the Labor Department,” as 
well as the transfer to that depart- 
ment of labor bureaus and func- 
tions now scattered among other 
agencies in Washington. 

A demand for adequate financing 
of the department so it can operate 
effectively was also included in the 
convention resolution. 

Particularly encouraging in that 
respect was a surprising speech 
that Oscar Ewing, Federal Security 
Administrator, gave to the conven- 
tion. It’s rare that a government 
official will say he has functions 
which should go elsewhere, but 
Ewing did just that and he got a 
big hand from the convention for 
doing so. 

“As soon as possible, my own 
Federal Security Agency should be 
permitted to return the United 
States Employment Service which 
the 80th Congress so ruthlessly tore 
out of the Labor Department last 
spring,” Ewing declared. 


“Our agency should also be per-| 


mitted to turn over to the Labor 
Department the Division of Unem- 
ployment Compensation, 

“When these things have been 
done, the Labor Department will 
again be able to serve our labor 
groups in a manner somewhat 
more nearly what they deserve.” 


Labor Leaders as 
Foreign Diplomats 


Washington, D..C.— Eric Johns- 
ton’s suggestion that labor leaders 
be appointed to some of America’s 
top diplomatic posts abroad is re- 
ceiving widespread approval 
throughout the country. 

In advancing the proposal] in his 
new book, WE’RE ALL IN IT, 
Johnston, the president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Association of Amer- 
ica, admitted the idea might appear 
“startling.” It was sufficiently 
startling to catch headlines from 
coast to coast, and then it caught 
the attention of editorial writers, 
columnists and radio commentators 
who have been weighing it pro and 
con ever since. The overwhelming 
reaction has been ‘favorable. 

In reviewing WE’RE ALL IN IT 
in the New York Times, Orville 
Prescott wrote: 

“American capitalism is a ‘par- 
ticipating capitalism,’ which bene- 
fits everyone, unlike European 
capitalism, which has been too 
much an exclusive, class affair. ‘In 
no other country in the world ex- 
cept America do labor and capital 
support the same economic sys- 
tem.’ : 

“American labor. leaders would 
be trusted and listened to in Eu- 
rope, while business men and sol- 
diers are not when they serve as 
diplomats.” 

Many newspapers editorially en- 
dorsed the proposal. 


Veterans’ Medical Care 
Costs ¥.A. $11,000,000 


Washington. — Private medical 
treatfhents for ex-GIs cost the gov- 


either whole or part-time, after | ernment $11,437,739 last year. ‘The 


reaching retirement age. 


This| Veterans Administration said the 


should be a matter of the individ-| average charge was $4.18 for 2,735,- 


ual’s choice and no person who 
wishes to work and who is still 
capable of making his contribution 


429 treatments received by 761,165 
war veterans. The Veterans Ad- 
ministration said the cost average 


should be deriied the opportunity} for treatments ranged from $8.63 


because of some arbitrary age limi-|in New York City to $2.46 in Salt 
‘tation.” =~ 


Lake City, 
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New Housing 
Shows Sharp 
Drop in Nov. 


. Washington—While the de- 
mand for housing continues 
unabated, the construction in- 
dustry has reverted to its pre- 
war normal, seasonal decline 
with the result that fewer 
homes are being started. 


This was attested to by the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics which re- 
ported that for the first time since 
the end of the war monthly ex- 
penditures for nonfarm housing 
dropped below the corresponding 
month in 1947. The dollar outlay 
for new homes in November de- 
clined to $600,000,000, a drop of 
8 per cent from October, and below 
the total spent in November last 
year. 


Despite this decline, the BLS re- 
ported that over-all activity in the 
industry remained at a high level. 
Employment by construction con- 
tractors exceeded the 2,000,000 
mark for the 7th successive month, 
totaling 2,150,000 workers in No- 
vember, while expenditures for 
new work put in place were over 
$1,500,000,000. According to pre- 
liminary estimates, the dollar vol- 
ume of all new construction de- 
clined by $146,000,000 from Octo- 
ber, but was $127,000,000 above 
that for November, 1947. 

The downward trend this No- 
vember resulted mostly from sharp 
drops in expenditures for private 
residential building and public 
highway construction. At the same 
time, many types of nonresidential 
building either maintained the 
October dollar level or increased 
slightly in November. Construction 
activity for the first 11 months of 
1948, as measured by the $16,300,- 
000,000 value of work put in place, 
is 29 per cent above that for the 
same period in 1947. 

Contract construction employ- 
ment in September, October, and 
November has averaged 110,000 
workers more than in the same 
months of 1947. Despite a decline of 
47,000 workers from the revised 
October estimate, November con- 
struction employment was only 5 
per cent under the postwar peak 
of 2,250,000 reached in August. 

The year 1948 has been marked 
by a return to a more normal sea- 
sonal trend in homebuilding, with 
an expenditure peak in August, in 
contrast to the situation last year, 
when the highest monthly expen- 
diture rate was attained in Novem- 
ber. Nevertheless, private invest- 
ment in new homes during the first 
11,months of 1948 totaled $6,400,- 
000,000, a gain of 38 per cent over 
the same period of 1947. 


Building Job 
Above 2 Millio 

Washington, D. C.—Construction 
activity in November remained at 
a high level according to the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics, U. S. De- 
partment of Labor. This high level 
continued despite the seasonal de- 
cline which began in September. 

Employment by construction con- 
tractors exceeded the 2-million 
mark for the 7th successive month, 
totaling 2,150,000 workers in No- 
vember. 

Expenditures for new work put 
in place were over $1% billion. 

The downward trend this No- 
vember resulted mostly from sharp 
drops in expenditures for private 
residential building and public 
highway construction. At the same 
time, many types of nonresidential 
building either maintained the 
October level or increased slightly 
in November. 

Construction activity for the first 
11 months of 1948 is 29 per cent 
above that for the same period in 
1947, 

Contract construction employ- 
ment in September, October, and 
November has averaged 110,000 
workers more than in the same 
months of 1947. 

Despite a decline of 47,000 work- 
ers from the revised October esti- 
mate, November construction em- 
ployment was only 5 per cent un- 
der the postwar peak of 2% mil- 
lion reached in August. 

Expenditures on private nonfarm 
housebuilding dropped by 8 per 
cent in November to $600 million. 
For the first time since the end of 
the war, it was under the dollar 
level of the corresponding month 
of the previous year. 


AIDE TO PETRILLO 


New York.—Appointment of A. 
Rex Riccardi as first assistant to 
Pres. James C. Petrillo of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
(AFL) was announced here. 

Riccardi, 46, succeeds Harry J. 
Steeper, who was recently elected 
international treasurer of the union 
to replace Thomas F. Gamble, who 
resigned because of ill health. 

As an assistant in Petrillo’s office 
for the last five years, Riccardi’s 
duties have concerned chiefly the 
recording and transcription, mo- 
tion picture and booking agent af- 
fairs of the union. Prior to joining 
the international’s headquarters, 
he served on the AFM executive 
board “and for some 18 years has 
been an official of the musicians’ 


- union in Philad elphia. 
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To Monopolists, 
Clark Reveals 


For 60 years this country has 
had anti-trust laws. Why have they 
proved so futile? Attorney General 
Tom Clark this week laid his finger 
on a main reason. 

No one has ever been sent to jail 
for violating those laws, he pointed 
out, and the $5000 maximum fine 
is a joke to business organizations 
which make millions of profit from 
monopoly and price fixing. 

When companies and “associa- 
tions” are convicted of breaking 
the anti-trust laws, Clark revealed, 
they often “draw lots” to decide 
who will pay the trifling fines. In 
other words, they look on their 
“punishment” as “good sport.” 

The Attorney General expressed 
doubt that it would do much good 
for Congress to make the fines 
bigger, but said jail sentences 
would really discourage monopol- 
ists and price fixers. 

The same thing has often been 
said in the past, by William Jen- 
nings Bryan, George W. Norris and 
“Old Bob” LaFollette, and other 
foes of monopoly. They put into 
the anti-trust laws real “teeth’— 
penalties up to one year in prison 
—but those teeth have never been 
used. 

BADLY-NEEDED REFORM 

Clark’s remarks were part of a 
statement in which he urged 
passage of a bill whichh has long 
been urged by Senator Joseph C. 
C’Mahoney (D., Wyo.), and Con- 
gressman Estes Kefauver (D., 
Tenn.), who will be in the Senate 
in the next session. 

The bill would plug an old anti- 
trust law “loophole” which allows 
corporations to buy the “assets” of 
other companies, thus. bringing 
about the “mergers” which are 
building up bigger and bigger mo 
nopolies. 


Headlines for 
Labor Peace 


A new type of report to deter- 
mine how many of the over 100,000 
labor-manegement agreements are 
signed each year without a strike 
is now being developed by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. 
Department of Labor. 

An article in the December 
“Labor Information Bulletin ex- 
plains that at the present time no 
statistics exist which show the ex- 
tent of peacecful collective bar- 
gaining in the United States. 

The article goes on to say that 
“strikes are news. They make the 
headlines. The day-to-day, even 
year-to-year, peaceful and unin- 
terrupted union and employer rela- 
tions go unheralded and un- 
noticed.” 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
is now developing a program in- 
tended to supplement its statistics 
on strikes with statistics on “in- 
dustrial peace.” This new approach 
will, for the first time, attempt to 
collect data on the number of 
agreements signed each month, 
the workers covered by the agree- 
ments, and whether the agreement 
was reached without a stoppage. 

Unions will be asked to supply 
this information to the BLS at 
regular monthly intervals. BLS has 
drafted a simple post card which 
a union official can fill out and 
mail just as soon as the agreement 
is signed. 

It is expected that BLS will ob- 
tain information which will show 
not only work stoppages but also 
the number of agreements signed 
without any loss in production time 
or workers’ earnings. 

The estimated 100,000 agree- 
ments signed, amended, or renewed 
each year directly cover the terms 
and conditions of work of probably 
more than 15 million American 
wage earners. 


Riccardi Appointed 
To New AFM Position 


New York.—Appointment of A. 
Rex Riccardi as first assistant to 
the president of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians was announced 
by James C. Petrillo, head of the 
musicians’ union. 

Mr. Riccardi, 46, whose home is 
in Larchmont, N.Y., succeeds Harry 
J. Steeper, who last week was 
elected international treasurer of 
the union, succeeding Thomas F. 
Gamble, who resigned because of 
ill health. 

As an assistant in Mr. Petrillo’s 
office for the last 5 years, Mr. 
Riccardi’s duties have concerned 
chiefly the recording and tran- 
scription, motion picture and book- 
ing agent affairs of the federation. 


New Car Racket 


Washington (LP A) —Favored 
customers who received 70 per cent 
of the new cars delivered to one 
suburban Chevrolet dealer got 
“demonstrators,” a Congressional 
investigating committee was told 
last week. For the first seven 
months of 1948—until General Mo- 
tors *cracked down on him—the 
dealer called seven out of 10 cars 
delivered to him “demonstrators,” 
and sold them to people who had 
patronized ‘his firm's repair and 
service facilities regularly. Three 
out of each 10 cars delivered to 
him were sold to people more or 
less in the order they were found 
on his waiting list. 
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LEIDIGS 
® LIQUOR 
© WINES 
© BEER 
|| © VEGETABLES 


® GROCERIES 


© FRUITS 
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4 
FLOWERS of DISTING TION 
t 


Phone 4881 
WE GIVE GREEN STAMPS 


422 Salinas St., Salinas 


ECONOMY 
DRUG CO. 


CUT RATE DRUGS 
Lowest Everyday Prices 
Two Stores: 

UNION DRIVE-IN MARKET 
BUILDING and 
288 MAIN ST., SALINAS 


Ride in Style and 
Comfort — Call 


Yellow Cab 


SERVICE 


Prompt and Courteous 
24 hour Ambulance Service 


NETE or DAY 
Phone 7337 
SALINAS 


For Your Furniture, 
Linoleum, Stoves, See 


STANDARD 
FURNITURE CO. 


John at California St. 
Phone 4522 


LIBERAL TERMS 


BUY UNION 


IATERBER 


= 


Costume Jewelry 
W Silverware 


Easy Credit 
Terms 


Expert Watch 
Repairing . 


JEWELER 
260 Main Street 
Salinas, Calif. 


All Caskets with Union Label 
Friendly Service with 
Proper Facilities 


| Telephone Salinas 6520 
or Salinas 6817 


41 West San Luis 
At Lincolm Avenue, Salinas 


DEPENDABLE 
MERCHANDISE 
AT DEPENDABLE 
PRICES 


A. L. BROWN 
and SON 


231 MAIN ST. PHONE 7245 


Brands 
@BEER 


@WINES 
@LIQUORS 

Phone 6369 
SALINAS 


Waittung 
LOVE yo 


Felix Marsh Transfer 


(Exclusive Loeal Member) 
MAYFLOWER WAREHOUSES 
Local and Long Distance Moving 


Phone 4816 
17'S. PEARL SALINAS 


Dr. J. H. Wynkoop 


CHIROPRACTOR 
X-Ray Examinations 


MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, 
FRIDAY Open Evenings 


308 MAIN STREET 


Salinas 7733 


make, ! 


LABEL GOODS 


SALINAS DRESSED BEEF CO., Inc.. 


Telephone 4854 


TELEPHONE 6201 


LL LE tN 


Wholesale Butchers 
P.O. Box 47 


Salinas, Calif. 


DR. GENE R. FULLER 
OPTOMETRIST 


541 SQ. MAIN ST., SALENAS 


Linoleum — Carpets —Rugs 


DO YOUR HOME A FAVOR... 
Furnish it with the Best, from 
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a 
Affiliated with 


a 

‘UNION SERVICE; 
SAEs WAREHOUSEMEN 

AND HELPERS 


With Local 890 


General Teamsters, 
Warehousemen and 
‘Helpers’ Union 


Local 890 


274 E. Alisal St. 
Salinas, Calif. 


TO ALL MEMBERS, IMPORTANT: Our fight continues 


against Texhoma, Ace, Dependable and City Cabs. 


These 


four firms have been placed on the “We Do Not Patronize’”’ 
list of Organized Labor in this area. Their method of opera- 
tion is such that it causes great injury to our members driv- 
ing for the union cab companies such as Yellow, Checker, 
Carls, Salinas and Packard Cab, where men have a regulated 
work day, receive overtime for overtime work and where the 
employer lives up to the working conditions contained in the 


union 
The 
herein 


agreement. 
non-union cab companies 


mentioned are not living 


up to these conditions, 
creating Such a situation that it 
affects all Labor in this area. We 
ask that you refrain from patron- 
izing Texhoma, Ace, Dependable, 
and City Cab companies; tell your 
friends also. 

We again wish to admonish all 
of our members that in accordance 
with our Constitution and By-Laws 
that a member found violating the 
principals of Organized Labor is 
subject to a fine or suspension from 
the Union. Be ever mindful of this 
obligation. Remember that by 


united cooperation we will defeat ! 


the purposes of non-union 
companies so that members as 
well as employers will be able to 
survive. 
oo * * 

IMPORTANT: The _— following 
meetings are scheduled: Thursday, 
December 30th, the Executive 
Board meeting will be held at the 
Union office. The next regular 
meeting will be held at the Car- 
penters Hall, January 6. We ask 


5 Insurance 
Firms — More 


Power Than U. S. 


Washington—Five New York in- 


surance companies constitute a fi- | 


nancial oligarchy more powerful 
in its concentration of economic 
might than the Federal Reserve 


System, Rep. Emanuel Celler (D., | 


N.Y.) declared Dec. 3. 

Cellier, who is expected to be- 
come chairman of the House judi- 
ciary committee in the 81st Con- 
gress, coupled his accusation with 
a demand for an early investiga- 
tion of the entire insurance busi- 
ness. 


“These giants are really indus- | 


trial bankers, not insurance com- 
panies,” he stated. “Because of 
their cloak of insurance business 
they are exempt from the federal 
anti-trust laws. 

“They freety and openly engage 


in the self perpetuation of dicta- | 
interlocking 
directorates and in greedy accu-: 


torial leadership, in 
mulation of financial and indus- 
trial power. 

“The assets of the five New York 
companies I have in mind have in- 
creased more than 1000 per cent 
fin the last 10 years to the point 
where their power is greater than 
that of the federal government in 
financial matters.” 

Celler listed the five companies 
as New York Life, New York 
Equitable, Mutual, Metropolitan 
and Prudential. 

He said he will have legislation 
calling for federal regulation of 
the investment practices of insur- 
ance companies ready for intro- 
duction early next month. At that 
time he will also introduce a reso- 
jution for the investigation. 


SEN. MORSE WOULD 
AMEND WAGNER LAW 


Washington.—Sen. Wayne Morse 
(Ore.), who is rated as a liberal 
Republican, declared Dec. 14 that 
the Wagner law must be amended 
after the Taft-Hartley law is re- 
peaied. 

Morse was emphatic that the 
Taft-Hartley law is beyond repair, 
declaring, “I hope the Republican 
party will realize that it cannot be 
patched up.” 

But he was equally emphatic in 
his declaration that the Wagner 
law as it-stood before enactment 
of the T-H bill, “is too favorable 
to labor.” 

“We must amend the Wagner 
law,” he said, “so that labor and 
industry will receive equal treat- 
*ment. The American people will 
not be satisfied with a return to 
favoritism of labor under the act. 
We must give industry the same 

protection labor gets.” 


thereby | 


cab | 


j 
] 
New very Happy and Prosperous 


| all members to attend. The second 
| Thursday of January (Jan. 13), 
the general meeting for the Monte- 
rey group will be held—It is im- 
portant that all members residing 
in the Monterey area attend this 


meeting. 


* cs * 

Negotiations are still taking 
‘place with the following firms: 
| Cob industry, tire industry, fluid 
imilk industry, seed, grain and 
warehouse industry, and many in- 
' dividual miscellaneous firms which 
j will require many meetings with 
the members working for these 
particular firms in order that we 
may finally arrive at an agree- 
‘ment. We ask that all members, 
' when notified, to attend these 
|! meetings regarding contract nego- 
tiations; and without a reasonable 
| excuse members will be subject to 
a fine for non-attendance. 

ae ae arg 

ATTENTION, ALL MEMBERS! 
‘Bro. Kettler’s mother-in-law is 
| seriously ill at the County Hos- 
| pital. They have notified us that 
hie will need at least six pints of 
' blood. At this time, we wish to give 
|the names of members who have 
| been generous enough to donate a 
| 


pint of their precious life-saving 
| blood: Earl Lasseter, Ralph Hoff- 
} mann and Bettie N. Johnson. The 
| Union takes this opportunity to 
| thank these members on behalf of 
| Bro. Kettler, who has been a mem- 
‘ber for quite some time. 

The year $948 is coming quickly 
to a close. During the past year, 
‘your Union has been able to main- 

tain itself in spite of adverse situ- 
, ations, particularly laws which 
i have been damaging to Organized 
Labor. 

| <A great stride toward progress 
i has been made, in that Organized 
| Labor went to the polls in Novem- 
| ber of this year and as a result 
“successfully removed from office 
‘men whose thoughts and ideas 
were for the destruction of Or- 
ganized Labor. Let us hope that 
i through fair play in everything 
we undertake that your Union will 
continue to progress. There is no 
doubt that some of the vicious 
. Labor laws will be removed from 
the statute books and that in place 
of that, the 81st Congress will 
enact fair and impartial laws that 
will help and assist Labor in gen- 
eral and the fair employer during 
the coming year. 

| Your Union, its officers and 
staff wish to extend to all the 
membership and their families a 


New Year; and that by this time 
next year all of Labor will be 
able to look back and realize that 
1949 was a better year for the 
nation as a whole. Let us hope 
and pray for continued progress 
jand that we maintain the same 
, relationship by helping one an- 
other in the future as in the past. 

REMEMBER TO BE _ GEN- 
; EROUS; treat everyone as you 
; would have them treat you. 

Patronize Union services. Re- 
frain from crossing picket lines 
and at all times keep in close touch 
with your Union and its officers 
so that we may all keep abreast 
of events to come. 

ee ed 

| Swindlers, who sometimes claim 
; to represent a veterans newspaper, 

have been attempting to sell vet- 

erans forms for the purpose of 
| collecting money paid into the gov- 
i;ernment insurance fund, Veterans 
' Administration officials here re- 
| 
| ported today. 

VA officials emphasized that 
dividends will not be payable on 
G-I insurance for a number of 
| months and that forms for that 
| purpose will be supplied by the 
i government at that time. 

There is no expense to the vet- 
eran in applying for any benefit 
administred by the VA. 

Veterans are urged to immedi- 
‘ately notify the nearest VA office, 
the Better Business Bureau or the 
police should a swindler attempt 
to sell them forms to obtain VA 
| administered benefits. 


SEASON'S BEST WISHES 
TO ALL MY PATRONS 


DR. W. A. MARSH, D.C. 
“A Complete Health Service’ 


| next 


Central Labor Council 


The meeting was called to order 
by Vice-President Karl. 

The roll call showed the pres- 
ence of eight delegates from seven 
locals. Officers present were Vice- 
President Karl and _ Secretary- 
‘Treasurer Edwards. 

The regular order of business 
was suspended to take up the case 


of the Teamsters and the Coca 


Cola Company. The Teamsters re- 
port that they are primarily in- 
terested in ‘advertising the fact 
that the Coca Cola Company is 
non-union if they do not sign up 
with the union. The Coca Cola 
management states that it is leav- 
ing its drivers perfectly free to join 
the union or not as they choose. 
It was moved, seconded, and pass- 
ed to postpone action until the 
meeting, pending further 
negotiation. 

The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved 
as read. 

Bro. Rice reported regarding the 
proposed radio program. KDON 
will contract for 15 minutes a week 
for a year for $17.50 a week, or 
for a three months’ trial period 
for $18 per week. Bro. Rice vol- 
unteered to prepare the scripts, 
with the help of several 
who have volunteered their aid. 
Bro. Andrade expressed the belief 
that the Salinas Council will bear 
half the expense. It was moved, 
seconded, and carried that if we get 
the cooperation of the Salinas 
Council, Bro. Rice be authorized to 
go ahead and make plans for the 
three months’ trial period. 

It was moved, seconded, and 
passed to pay a year’s dues to the 
A. Fe \0f L. 


Various communication were pre- | 


sented and considered. 

The financial report was 
and accepte d. 

The Bartenders reported 
they have signed up three new 
houses—Slat’s Fish Grotto, Del 
Mar Hotel, and the new owner 
at the Sho Bar. The Pep Cream- 
ery is still being picketed. The 
Pep Creameries in Watsonville and 


read 


that 


Santa Cruz, and the Pep Factory | 


are also being picketed. It was 
reported that Mr. Foot wished to 


sign up his Santa Cruz place, but | 


the union has refused to sign un- 
less the agreement covers also 
Watsonville and Monterey. 

The Butchers reported that a 
new contract. has been signed, giv- 
ing them a wage increase, one ex- 


vacation allowance. All but two of 
their members are working. 
The Cannery Workers reported 


a good meeting and 56 new mem-} 


bers. 
The Carpenters reported a good, 


and lively, meeting and five new | 


| 


members. 

The Clerks report no meeting 
since last report. There has been 
further negotiation with the Sea- 
side Market. There has been some 
difficulty because the Butchers 
there are union and the Market 
is not. The Clerks have agreed to 
discuss the matter with the Butch- 
ers. 

The Teamsters reported no gen- 
eral meeting since last report, 
although they have had many 
division meetings. 

It was moved, seconded, and 
passed to write to President Tru- 
man, endorsing the Santa Clara 
Resolution regarding the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

It was moved, seconded and car- 
ried to send Bro.. Rice to Salinas 
to arrange regarding the radio 
program. 

Bro. Rice reported that the en- 
forcement of the labor code for 
restaurants depends on union ac- 
tivity, as the state does not pro- 
vide sufficient money or personnel 
for the job. They are not even 
able to investigate all the com- 
plaints that come in, to say noth- 
ing of making inspections of their 
own. 

Bro. Rice reported that some 
union members have crossed their 
picket line at the Pep Creamery. 
He pleaded for unified union sup- 
port so that any union would have 
the support of all others in any 
controversy. Such unity would be 
effective, and organized labor 
would be able to win its fights. 

It was reported that there was 
to be a Forum meeting in the audi- 
torium of the Pacific Grove High 
School, January 13, at which there 
are to be speakers representing 
employers and the California State 
Federation of Labor. 

The meeting adjourned. 

WAYNE EDWARDS, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


AFL, Machinists’ Union 
Hold Unity Conferences 


Washington. AFL President 
William Green said he was “hope- 
ful” that reaffiliation of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists 
with the AFL may be accomplished. 

Mr. Green voiced his opinion at 
the conclusion of the first in a 
series of meetings between com- 
mittees of the AFL and the IAM 
who are exploring the possibilities 
of reaching a settlement of the 
problems which led to the with- 
drawal of the machinists several 
years ago. 

“There is a manifest desire on 
the part of both sides to end the 
disassociation of the machinists,” 


ee 


jagers of giant 


MI ES'Steel, Power Bottlenecks 


MONTEREY COUNTY LABOR NEWS 


Will Bring a Depression 


Washington.—If industry won’t remove the bottlenecks in 
production of steel, power, aluminum and other basic indus- 
trial necessities, government must do it, United Auto Work- 
ers Washington representative Donald Montgomery told the 
congressional .profits investigators last week. 


“The future of this country must 
not be put in jeopardy by the man- 
industry whose 
grasp for power exceeds their 
vision,” he told the members of 
the Joint Committee on the Econ- 
omic Report. 

The Auto Workers spokesman 
cited facts to show that “consum- 
ers rather than investors have be- 
come the main source of new ca- 


pital for industrial expansion.” 
HELPIESS CONSUMERS 

For instance, he pointed out, the 
president of General Foods Corp., 
who testified earlier in the hear- 
ings, called reinvested earnings 
“costless capital.” This, Montgom- 
ery charged, is acquiring capital 
from the consuming public thru 
high prices and profits. And the 
housewife who buys General Foods 
products at inflated prices, part 
of whic hmakes up this “costless 
capital,’ has no stock or other 
equity in General Foods to show 


others | 


“inequity capital,” he said. 

If an undistributed profits tax is 
enacted and proves ineffective, the 
UAW officcial urged members of 
Congress to “consider how the 


! 
| 


} 


present contributors of inequity 
capital—the consumers — may ac- 
quire some equity in what they 


| have financed.” 


PUBLIC MONEY 

“We submit,’ Montgomery told 
the Congressmen, “that if the 
present mode of financing industry 
is to continue, the government is 
| obligated not only to inquire into, 
ibut to have some say about the 
decisions of corporate management 


|funds are invested. 
| “It should know what industries 
are expanding, and why. Especially 
lit should know why in certain 
| basic industries private manage- 
iment withholds the funds which it 
| has collected and will not reinvest 
them to provide much needed ex- 
pansion of productive capacity.” 
Montgomery repeated the union’s 
views that “The only’ industry 


cycle of booms and depressions is 
lone that is geared to small unit 
profits on a large output, to high- 
est. possible wages and lowest pos- 


: : sible prices.” 
tra holiday a year, and increased | P 


Plenty Money 
In State Funds 
For Blind Aid 


Los -Angeles—George H, McLain, 
‘tiaras of the Citizens’ Commit- | 
|tee for Old Age Pensions and spon- 


sor of Proposition 4, which was 


| approved by the voters in the Nov. 


2nd election, has denounced state- 
ments made by Governor Warren 
and members of his administration 
about the alleged cost of Proposi- 


ition 4, 


“T cannot let statements by the 


|Governor and his appointees as to 


the cost of Proposition 4 and the 
need for higher taxes to pay pen- 
sions under the new constitutional 
law, voted in by almost 2,000,000 
Californians, go uncorrected,” Mc- 
Lain stated. 

“The Governor, in announcing 
the cost of aged and blind aid, 
makes no distinction between the 
cost of the present program and 
the additional cost brought about 
through the new law. It is my 


|contention that he is seeking to 


Mr. Green: “That much has | 


confuse the public into thinking 
that the overall cost was caused 
by the pasage of Proposition 4. 

“T challenge the Governor to de- 
ny that there is right now over 
$592,000,000 of surplus money in 
the state treasury that the legis- 
lature has the authority to appro- 
priate in any manner that_ it 
deems wise,” the pension leader 
said. “It would seem that the 
state administration apparently is 
attempting to use Proposition 4 as 
an excuse to levy unnecessary new 
taxes on the people of California. 


MY COMPANY ‘TIS 


for it. It might better be called | 


which determine how the public’s | 


policy that can avoid this vicious | 


Britain Ready 
To Take Over 
Steel Industry 


| London—A special commit- 
'tee of parliament is putting 
the finishing touches on the 
Labor government’s bill to 
nationalize the iron and steel 
|industry. The Labor measure, 
bitterly opposed by the Tories, 
passed the vital test vote, the 
“second reading” by 373 to 
211 in-the House of Com- 


, mons. 
| Socialization of this basic indus- 
\try signalized the completion of 
one of the most unusual perform- 
aces in the political history of any 
people. Britain’s Labor government 
has enacted into law every single 
| measure it pledged in its election 
platform. 
WOULD TAKE PLANTS 
The government proposes to 
| take over about 95 per cent of 
[ee plants engaged in basic steel 
production, and from 15 per cent 
| to 75 per cent of the factories in 
the more important processing and 
|fabricating branches of the _ in- 
dustry. 
| Firms whose names are known 
the world over — like Richard 
Thomas & Baldwins, Stewards & 
Lloyds, and Dorman Long — will 
i become public property. They will 
retain their names and separate 
| organizations, but the government, 
through a public corporation, will 
| be the only stockholder. It will set 
basic policy to which the com- 
| panies’ directors will have to con- 
| form. 
PLAN FIRST OPPOSED 
Labor-management relations in 
; the steel industry have been good, 
}but the iron and steel unions are 
| wholeheartedly in favor of the na- 
'tionalization program. They feel 
ithat under public ownership the 
industry .can look forward to 
steady progress, rather than a suc- 
cession of booms and busts which 
i has characterized its history. 


| At the time the bill was intro- 


| duced public opinion polls showed 
| popular sentiment against the 
| measure. But Labor supporters 
‘have pointed out that for months 
the Tories have been making prop- 
aganda against the policy while 
Labor has been busy working out 
details of the plan. 

When debate closed in the house 
this week Deputy Prime Minister 
Herbert Morrison said that he is 
confident the government has made 
an irrefutable case for its program. 

Conservative spokesmen Winston 
Churchill and Anthony Eden have 
threatened to make the steel bill 
“the issue” of the 1950 elections. 
Laborites on the other hand, ex- 

pect to win again on the basis of 
| their social welfare program. 
Public ‘administration of the 
steel industry is scheduled to begin 
in May, 1950, while the elections 
must take place by July Of that 
year. It is believed, however, that 
‘the government is willing to ad- 
vance the polling date, so that 
the voters may decide whether or 
not the controversial measure shall 
actually go into operation. 


i 
| 
' 
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‘Number of Farm Jobs 
At Lowest Level Dec. 1 


' Washington.—_Farm employment 
of 9,223,000 persons on Dec. 1 was 
the lowest on record for that date, 
{the Agriculture Department re- 
ported. The Dec. 1 figure, about 
2 per cent below a year earlier, 
represented a decline of nearly 
2,000,000 from Nov. 1. The depart- 
ment said that rain had reduced 
farm employment in some areas, 
particularly the South. 


OF THEE 


ONE BIG MONOPOLEEEE.... 


(From Monograph No. 31, Concentration of Economic Power, 
Temporary National Economic*Committee.) 


“As its fortified frontiers have 


advanced, the Bell imperium has 


arisen. The AT&T is alike holding.company and overlord. Western 


Electric manufactures and markets equipment, 
provide telephone service within their 
In addition they provide a dominant 


regional concerns 
sharply bounded ‘territories. 


A number of 


market for the output of Western Electric. 

“By the ownership of patents, a maze of licenses, the ties of 
corporate structure, the concerns, are bound to each other and 
to the parent company. Policies are decreed from general head- 


quarters and executed upon the 


field. 


“Rates for calls, prices of apparatus, changes in equipment, the 


steps in the research program, 


the times at which inventions 


are to go into use—all these are decreed from on high. a, 
“A system of absentee landlardism prevails; and through its 
long lever of authority every error in judgment at the top is 


magnified as it takes its course 


down the corporate structure. 


“The organization is too ponderous to open the way for trial 


and error, experimentation with 
tions. Overall investment is the 


rates, adaptation to local condi- 
dominate power in an unwieldly 


financial system; unless upon its face it promises an increase’ in 
profits, the innovation has the hardest sort of going. 
“It is not enough that over the years progress has been made. 


__The real question.is its sluggish 
ag eae a ee EE. 
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pace and the severe limits of its ” 
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GRIN or || GOODFRIEND'S 


GROAN 


Sailor’s Wife: “Remember when 
we were first married—you used 
to say that I had a shape like a 
beautiful ship?” 

Sailor: “Yeah, but your cargo 
has shifted.” 

* * * 

I love the ground she walks on 
and that property she owns on the 
north side of town too. 

* Bd * 

In the kitchen of the Meek house- 
hold the little woman was. busy 
with pots and pans, while in the. 
parlor the “Lord and Master” of 
the establishment held subdued 
converse with his neighbor, Mr. 
Thompson. . 

“I thought your wife’s name was 
Susan,” observed Mr. Shompson, 
“Why do you call her Peggy?” 

“Oh,” replied Meek, “Peggy’s a 
little pet name I have for her.” 

He leaned forward and dropped 
his voice almost to a whisper. “You 
see Peggy is short for Pegasus; 
Pegasus was an immortal steed; 
and an immortal steed is an ever- 
lasting nag!’ 

And then in a louder voice, “Yes, 
Peggy, ’m coming right away!’ 

* >” * 

Lady (to photographer)—“These 
pictures dont’ do me justice.” 

Photographer—“Lady, you don’t 
want justice. You want mercy.” 

* as * 

It was early morning and the 
husband whispered to his wife: 

“Must be time to get up.” 

“Why?” she asked. 

“Because the baby just went to 
sleep.” 

ag ok * 

Tourist—“Do you mean to tell 
me you have lived in this out-of- 
the-way place for thirty years?” 

Resident—“Yep.” 

Tourist—“But I can’t see any- 
thing to keep you busy.” 

Resident—“That’s what I like 
about it.” 

* 1 1K 

Marriage is a method of learn- 
ing what sort of a guy your wife 
would really have preferred. 

# x a 


For months the weather man’s | 
forecasts had been consistently in- | 
consistent with the weather. So it | 
came as no surprise when he re- | 
signed, though his stated reason | 
for resignation was a bit startling. 

“The climate here,” he wrote, 


“does not agree with me.” 
oe + * 


Telephone 5506 
Diamonds, Watches and 


| Silverware, Watch Repairing 


218 Main St., Salinas, Cal. 


“The Store With the 
Street Clock” 


“N 


Guaranteed Repairs 
on all makes of Radios, 
Appliances - Refrigerators 
PHILCO @ RCA @ GE 
STROMBERG-CARLSON 
Complete Selection of 
Phonograph Records 


JOHNSON RADIO 
& ELECTRONIC 


Service Dept., 207 Salinas St. 
PHONE 6459 
Sales Rooms 


412 MAIN STREET 
Salinas, Calif. 


NATURALIZER SHOES 


FOR WOMEN 


ROBLEE and ARCH 
PRESERVER SHOES 


FOR MEN 


BUSTER BROWN and 
LITTLE YANKEE 


SHOES 
FOR CHILDREN 


The 


ReviaBLe 


Shoes - Bags - Hosiery 


262 Main St. Ph. 3595 | 


First Hobo (surveying stream of | DEMAND THE UNION LABEL. 


pleasure seekers): “I hate holi- | 
days.” ' 

Second Hobo: “Yah, makes yer 
feel common when nobody ain’t 
workin’.” 


An irate enthusiast, who had | 


watched his home team go down 


to defeat, stopped the umpire as 
he was leaving the field. 

“Where is your dog?” 
manded. 

“Dog?” exclaimed the umpire. 
“T have no dog.” 

“Well,” said the grouchy one, 
“you’re the first blind man I ever | 
saw who didn’t have a dog.” 

oS * % 

About the time you can afford 
to take two hours for lunch, a 
doctor limits you to a glass of milk. 

a * a 


he de- 


Two women who were strolling 
down the boulevard stopped in| 
front of the Grand Theater. Said 
one to the other, “Gee, that was 
a swell picture.” 

“Yeah? What’s is about?” the 
other asked. 

“A girl who marries the garbage 
man because she enjoys being down 
in the dumps.” 

* cE % 

“So you and Fred are getting | 
married,” exclaimed a friend of the 
bride-to-be. “Why, I thought all 
along it was just a flirtation.” 

“Yes,” smiled the girl, “so did 
Fred.” | 

* * * 

The manufacturer was asked 
what part his company had played 
in the war effort. 

“See that big tank?” he asked, 
pointing to a monster with terrific 
fire-power. “We made. the clips 
that held the blue-prints together!” 


CONSTRUCTION 


(Courtesy “Daily Pacific Builder”) 


Tomales Bay, Chiropractic hosp. 
contemplated, $500,000. 
* * # 


Glass factory, Atlas Imperial 
Diesel Engine Co., Hayward, $1 


million, Larsen & Larsen, S.F. 
: * oo * 


San Mateo high aud., drawings 
underway, bids in March, $700,000. 
a * * 


Alaska asphalt storage, Anchor- 
age and Valdez, $1,283,444, S. Birch 
& Sons, Seattle. 

* % * 

San Bruno high school, bids in 
March, $1,134,984. 
co ae * 

SF Marine hosp., 14th & Lake 
Aves., bids in Féb., $4% million. 

a # * 

TB Sanitorium, Belmont, plans 

underway, $1% million. 
‘ A * * 


Alaska hosp., Anchorage, bids in 


Jan., $6 million, 
Eo ob aK 


Lodi Memorial hosp., low bid 
$749,000, Barrett & Hilp, S.F. 
* * * 


Fontana Kaiser blast furnace, 
coke ovens, plans underway, $17 
million. 

* * 


State bldg., 


| Yard: San Carlos betw 
fiaeke 


Sacramento, bids |} 


eshte aaa atl BO 


a 
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Our complete shop can repair, 
rod, clean, boil or recore any 
radiator. Experienced skill, 
proper facilities, excellent parts 
stock assure dependable, prompt 
service. 


CROW 
RADIATOR 


WORKS 
ONE DAY SERVICE 


448 N.MAIN ST. TEL.5944 


Shelf & Heavy Hardware @ Sporting Goods @ China & Glassware 
Sherwin-Williams Paints @ Westinghouse Appliances 


Phone 808 


1002 South Main St. 


PIA'S BI-RITE 


Serving You Since 1919 


THE FINEST IN GROCERIES AND LIQUORS 
Free Delivery Service 


SALINAS 


Fred Pia 


127 MAIN ST. 


Thompson Paint Co. , 
3985 PAIMTS q 
~ 7 
M. J. MURPHY, Inc. 
Building Material 
General Contracting 
Phone Main 


Wall Paper - Painters’ Su 
371 Main Street 
Salinas, Calif. 


Phone Carmel 154 


UG CO. 


434 ALVARADO 
MONTEREY 


CALIFORNIA 


A. R. Bergquist & 


State Theatre Bidg. 
421 Alvarado St., Monterey 


Watson & Dow 


Prescriptions 


ORDWAY. 
PHARMACY 


$98 ALVARADO ST. 
MONTEREY, CALIF. 


For Modern, High Quality 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
APPLIANCES 


LARSENS 


Plumbing & Heating 


Appliances 


Guaranteed, Quick Repairs 
On All Makes 


PHONE 5574 
652 E. ALISAL ST#HEET 


Our Surrounding 
Communities 


Special herb pre- 
pared for each 


JOHN & PAJARO 


PHONE 3461 


Phone 


